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Providence College Takes On
Comic Con in New York City
by Alanna Smith '14

A&E Staff
E N T ERTA IN M EN T

This
past
Columbus
Day
weekend, legions of superheroes
and villains descended upon
the Jacob K. Javits Convention
Center for the 2013 New York City
Comic Con. This enormous event,
abbreviated as NYCC, was held for
time in 2006, and has grown to be
the second largest comic convention
in the United States, often drawing
crowds in excess of 100,000 people.
This year, the convention center
felt more crowded than ever, and
it is estimated that well over half
of the guests in attendance were
wearing some form of costume.
Characters from every form of geek
media traipsed across the crimsoncarpeted Show Room and sat
attentively in packed panel rooms:
Spider-Men walked arm-in-arm

with Batmen, Gryffindor students
dueled Stormtroopers, and if you
looked closely, you might have
found Waldo or Carmen Sandiego.
Part of the reason for the huge
crowds at this year's NYCC might
have been the number of panels
and screenings featuring hugely
popular franchises and their
associated creators and stars.
Highlights
included
Marvel's
Agents o f S.H.I.E.L.D, Sleepy Hollow,
Teen Wolf, Doctor Who, and two
separate panels for The Walking
Dead. For many of these, fans
queued up for hours beforehand
in order to ensure that they got a
seat. It was common to see NYCC
employees holding up signs
reading "Line is Closed" an hour
before the panel was scheduled to
begin.However, there was a Queue
Hall filled with giant screens
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Sports Marketing Class Seeks
to Help Tomorrow Fund
by Kathleen McGinty '16

Asst. News Editor
C A M P U S EVENTS

Wearing
kid-sized
jerseys,
dribbling back and forth between
nets, approximately 20 middleschool-age
children
of
the
Tomorrow Fund will storm the
Dunkin' Donuts Center court
during halftime at the Providence
College Men's Basketball game
versus Brown University on Nov.
13 as a result of the efforts of
Ryan Brennan '14, Conor Colman
'14, Kelsey Holihan '14, Anthony
Sabatini '14, and Cory Stratford
'14. As part of a project in their
Sports Marketing class with Dr.
Daniel Horne, these five seniors
have
launched
a fundraiser
intended to offset the ticket cost
for these children, diagnosed
with cancer, and their families.
"The nature of this class is
to do this event," said Holihan.

According to Holihan, about
20 PC students enrolled in Sports
Marketing each fall semester
are presented with the task of
creating a sports marketing event
that will raise at least $3,000
to be donated to a charity of
the students' choice. Brennan,
Colman, Holihan, Sabatini, and
Stratford, one of the four groups
in the class, have dovetailed off
of a similar event coordinated by
students in Sports Marketing last
year that also worked with the
children of the Tomorrow Fund.
Although Holihan noted that her
group was in part enticed by the
success of last year's fundraiser to
host this now second annual event,
Sabatini suggested that other factors
influenced their decision as well.
"After we visited the Tomorrow
Fund, it became a lot more real to
us," said Sabatini. Holihan agreed.
"We're more emotionally attached
FUND/ Page 2
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Class of 2015 Kicks off SRW at Ring Premiere
by Elizabeth Nako ’15
News Staff
senior ring weekend
On Tuesday evening, October 15,
members of the Class of 2015 attended
the highly anticipated Ring Premiere.
Ring Weekend has been a PC tradition
for almost 50 years. Last fall, the Class
of 2015 took a vote on whether they
should keep the Junior Ring Weekend
tradition, or move the event to senior
year because of the high number of
students who choose to study abroad
during their junior year. The results
indicated that members of the Class of
2015 wanted to move Ring Weekend
from the fall of junior year to the fall
of senior year—hence a new tradition
was born. The Class of 2015 Ring
Weekend will be called “Senior Ring
Weekend” or SRW.
The Ring Premiere event served as a
chance for students to take a break from
studying for midterms and mingle
with other members of their class. The
theme of SRW, “ringing in the new
tradition,” included decorations that
were primarily black and gold with a
little bit of silver. Also, the Providence
skyline was depicted in the invitations.
At 7 p.m., the Class of 2015 first
checked in with members of Student
Congress at the Fish Bowl where
students received a complimentary
bag, T-shirt, and information catalog
with all of the different ring designs.
Students then proceeded into ’64 Hall
where they were greeted by members
of the SRW Ring Core.
’64 Hall was completely transformed
with dimmed lighting. “Champagne”
flutes filled with Sprite were served to
give an aura of a night out at a fancy
soiree. The event served hors d’oeuvres,
desserts from LaSalle Bakery, and a
chocolate fondue fountain.
A photo booth was set up so groups
of friends could take snapshots and
dress up in fun masks, hats, and
boas. Members of Balfour, the ring

company, were present so students
could see the designs in person and
try on different styles.
After the event got into full swing,
members of the SRW core came up
onto the stage. Members of the Ring
Core include Alex Rawson ’15, chair;
Tim McGrail ’15, co-chair; Kerry
O’Donohue ’15, treasurer; Jenn Cyr
’15, secretary; Amanda Talbot ’15 and
Emily Babcock ’15, publicity; Katie
Zied ’15, ring design; Sarah Davis ’15,
Ring Premiere; Elizabeth Ward ’15,
Mass; Brooke Mangan ’15 and Moira
Welch ’15, Special Events; Rachel
Laiosa ’15, Brunch; and Julia DePalma
’15 and Brigid Webster ’15, formal.
Rawson first welcomed the members
of the Class of 2015 for coming out to
this event. Then, the Core revealed
the special ring design. Some aspects
of the commemorative design include
the Dominican shield, snow on top of
St. Dominic’s chapel representing the
“wild weather patterns” the Class of
2015 has encountered, 15 rosary beads
in honor of the graduation year, and the
Providence skyline. The Core worked
with Tim Flynn, college and scholastic
design consultant at Commemorative
Brands, Inc., on the ring design. Flynn
described the Core as, “A great group
to work with—a very decisive group—
and a lot of fun.”
Next, Rawson introduced the
ring honoree, Coach Ed Cooley, who
could not be present but who Rawson
described as someone who is also part
of the new tradition and represents
the Class of 2015; both Cooley and the
Class of 2015 came to PC in Fall 2011.
Finally, the Core showed a video which
included a slideshow of photographs
from past Ring Weekends and PC
alumni talking about what their rings
mean to them.
The Ring Premiere event proved to
be a huge success with 357 people in
attendance—a good number of students
considering midterms and study
abroad. Peg Mead, representative from
Balfour, said, “I think the enthusiasm of

the 2015 students indicates how much
people at PC care about their school. [It
is] so wonderful for students to come
out and support their classmates.”
Rawson described the planning
process for Ring Premiere as tedious
and that it required lots of planning
outside
their
weekly
one-hour
meetings. Rawson said the night before
the premiere was very stressful but
on the day of Ring Premiere, “[It was]
the nicest feeling to walk in and see
everything set up and see all the people
there.” Rawson described this as an
“aha!” moment when everything finally
came together.
Rawson says she has really enjoyed
being a part of the Ring Core and all of
the new changes. “[I am] really excited
to be embracing SRW and [I] love the
ability to get to know everyone on
Core.” Rawson continued, “Everyone

brings something different to the table,
and [the Core] is a very fun, creative,
and dedicated group.” Rawson also
complimented the hard work put
into this event by: the publicity chairs
[Talbot and Babcock] keeping up with
Facebook and Twitter, Sharon Hay,
dean of student programming, and the
Class of 2014 Ring Weekend Core.
Rawson said classmates who are
abroad this semester and could not
make the Ring Premiere should not
worry because there will be another
Ring Premiere night in March. Rawson
encourages members of the Class of
2015 to watch the video that was shown
on premiere night and “to understand
what it means to have a ring in the PC
legacy.”

THE RING:

The Class of 2015’s ring includes an Onyx stone, and the College shank of
the ring includes the Providence College motto, “Veritas,” the year the college
was founded (1917), and the letters B.S. or B.A. to represent the degree the
student earns upon graduation. The ring also displays the skyline of the city
of Providence and 15 Rosary beads in honor of their graduation year.
The Class shank of the ring includes symbols that hold special meaning
to the Class of 2015. These include lilies for virtue, passion, faith, and purity
of heart, mind, and soul, a road toward the future, and the state symbol of
Rhode Island, the anchor. The ring also displays the Friar mascot, St. Dominic
Chapel, and the Dominican Shield to acknowledge the College’s Dominican
identity, community, strength, and the spirit of PC students.

Fund: Joy Through Basketball
Continued from front page
now,” she said.
Located in the Hasbro Children’s
Hospital in Providence, the Tomorrow
Fund serves as a non-profit charity
that, according to its mission, provides
“financial and emotional support to
children with cancer and their families
who are treated in The Tomorrow Fund
Clinic Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Center at Hasbro Children’s Hospital.”
Not only does the charity help pay for
expenses such as hospital parking passes
over the course of treatment and medical
services, but also provides funding for
support groups and counseling services
offered to both patients and their families.
“They really try to provide a warm
environment for the kids,” Sabatini
added.
Colman, Holihan, and Sabatini noted
that they hope to ease the financial
burden of these children and their
families while also providing a refuge for
them by facilitating their free admission
to the Nov. 13 men’s basketball game.
Endeavoring to take their minds off of
the daily reality of cancer and treatment,
the group has extended an invitation

that reaches further than just allowing
these families to observe in the stands
as PC takes on Brown. The Tomorrow
Fund children will also be playing each
other in a game of basketball during
halftime, and, following the game, be
invited to a meet and greet with the PC
men’s basketball team as well as the
cheerleaders and dancers.
According to Colman, he and his
group are currently working with the PC
athletic department to help sell tickets
to the game, with some proceeds going
toward covering the cost of admission
for the Tomorrow Fund children, their
siblings, and their parents. They will
also be selling green Tomorrow Fund
bracelets for a few dollars to raise
additional funds.
Brennan, Colman, Holihan, Sabatini,
and Stratford urge any students with
questions to contact them, and flyers
with further details about the fundraiser
as well as ticket and bracelet sales will be
forthcoming on campus.

Are you a business major
looking to expand your resume?
Consider joining The Cowl business staff and market
advertising space, plan Cowl events, and maintain a
yearly budget.

Pick up an application at Slavin LL04 or email Managing
Editor Iryna Bocharova at ibocharo@friars.providence.edu.
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NSA Spying Documents Leaked

Bursting

the PC Bubble
by Emily Kennedy ’15
News Staff

Telescope Probes Further into Space
A new array of antennae in the Atacama Desert in Chile spotted matter
emanating from the edges of a black hole in a distant galaxy. Chilean
President Sebastián Piñera and a group of scientists launched the
$1.3 billion Atacama Large Millimeter/Submillimeter Array (ALMA).
ALMA will allow astronomers to see deeper into the universe than
ever before. The site was chosen for its high elevation of 16,500 feet
above sea level. The ALMA telescope has 66 giant antennae that are so
powerful that astronomers will be able to see stars and planets birthed
12 million light-years ago.

US Investigates Drone Strikes in Middle East
In late January, the UN launched an investigation into drone strikes
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yemen, Palestine, and Somalia. Between 20
and 30 strikes were to be reviewed in each location. A report from
UN Special Rapporteur Ben Emmerson told that U.S. drone strike
casualties in Pakistan have killed hundreds more civilians with drone
strikes than the country admits. The CIA said in February 2013 that
drone-related civilian casualties were in the “single digits.” Emmerson
said he has statistics from the Pakistani government showing that
at least 400 of the country’s civilians were murdered in U.S. drone
attacks targeting al-Qaeda operations. The White House said it plans
to develop rules governing drone use in order to decrease the civilian
death toll.

On Oct. 21 a report by the French paper “Le Monde” said that Edward Snowden,
a former CIA employee and NSA contractor, leaked US NSA intelligence. The
documents show that from Dec. 10, 2012 to Jan. 6, 2013, the NSA interpreted
and collected 70.3 million phone records of French citizens, about 3 million per
day. The US spy agency was able to hack into the video conferencing system of
the United Nations NYC headquarters. Other leaked documents by Snowden
showed how some US intelligence agencies targeted embassies and diplomatic
missions in Washington and New York belonging to 38 other nations. Two
human rights groups in France filed suit to learn more about the extent of the
NSA’s surveillance practices. The suit is meant to pressure the US to explain
allegations that it spies on EU nations.

Iraq Faces Civil Strife andViolence
A persistent wave of killings in 2013 has inspired constant fear that
Iraq is returning to civil war. More than 6,000 people have allegedly
died since the start of the year. On Oct. 20, a suicide bomber drove
a bus into a popular café in the Shiite Muslim district of Baghdad.
The accident killed at least 37 people and injured at least 45 more.
No group has taken blame for the attack. A series of car bombs and
suicide bombers targeting mainly Shiite areas killed at least 61 people
in Baghdad on Oct. 17. The UN estimates 979 people died across Iraq in
September and at least 350 have been killed since the start of October.

Egyptian Student Protestors Arrested
Several cities in Egypt have seen protests as support for the deposed
President Mohamed Morsi rallies against Egypt’s military leadership
and the Muslim Brotherhood crackdown. Thousands of Al-Azhar
students rallied against riot police after trying to expand their protest
against the military-backed government. Some students threw rocks
at the officers, who reacted by firing tear gas at the demonstrators. The
protests came about a day after the new school term began and the
university warned that it would terminate classes if students took part
in political activity. Fifty-five students were arrested.

Rome Rallies Against Unemployment
Thousands of Italians filled the streets of Rome on Oct. 19 in a rally
against unemployment, budget cuts, and spending on a planned
high-speed rail project. The demonstrators threw smoke bombs, eggs,
and bottles at the police and the Economy Ministry. At least 15 have
been arrested. Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta released his 2014
budget Oct. 15, rousing anger and concern among unions worried
about public sector salaries and taxes. Students, immigrants, and
unemployed were among those who joined the protests.

Six Gents Stirring
Up Laughs Live at
Providence College
by Jackie McCarthy ’14
News Staff
club feature
The name of the Providence College
club Six Gents is somewhat misleading
and leaves much to the imagination.
At first the name suggests that it might
be something like an all-male society.
Six Gents, however, is actually a sketch
comedy club that welcomes, and
always has welcomed, both men and
women of PC. In fact, this year the club
is comprised of mostly women with a
count of, ironically, six ladies and only
two gents.
Sketch comedy entails writing short
comedic scenes to be performed in
front of an audience. The members of
Six Gents write all of their own scenes,
casting themselves and their fellow
club members as characters.
Unlike improv comedy, sketch
comedy is more structured, as it is
planned and rehearsed beforehand.
The group meets several times a week
for rehearsal to prepare for the shows
that take place on campus one or two
times a semester.
Though the focus and purpose of
the club is to perform on stage, the club
is not only for theater majors. While
some are theater majors, all of the
students involved are those that want

to give the rest of the student body
something to laugh about. Six Gents is
like PC’s spin off of Saturday Night Live.
Funnily enough, Six Gents was
not actually a school-sanctioned and
funded club until last year. Grace
Curley ’14, president of Six Gents,
says, “Six Gents used to be very
underground. We couldn’t publicize
events in earlier years because we
weren’t an official club.” This did
not, however, hinder attendance at
their shows. The club gained a large
following despite the fact that their
only method of sparking interest and
attention for their shows was by word
of mouth. “We definitely have a core
fan base that comes to all the shows,”
Curley said.
Curley’s statement definitely holds
true as the proof is in the numbers of
students in attendance. On Thursday,
October 7 at 11 p.m., die-hard Six
Gents fans, and many who were
experiencing the comedic event for the
first time, flooded the Smith Center’s
Bowab Theatre to watch the club’s first
performance of the year.
The club acted out a number of
sketches written by the actors. The
premises of the sketches were grounded
in real life events that specifically affect
the PC community and the broader
population. They were able to present
some serious and some not-so-serious
issues with comedic flare. Each sketch

SAADIA AHMAD ’14 / THE COWL

Three of the Six Gents are Amanda Talbot ’15, George Killian ’15, and Devon Annicelli ’14.

was a success, as the Six Gents’ punch
lines were met with laughter and
applause.
This small but successful club has
created a name for itself over the
years, despite the fact that it has only
recently been recognized as an official
club. Six Gents is looking to acquire

new members to remain an established
official PC sanctioned club. Dates for
audition will be released to the student
body hopefully for the Thanksgiving
break. Six Gents’ next event will be a
Christmas show held at the end of the
semester.
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Style Your Sole
by Meaghan Dodson ’17
News Staff
campus events

On Wednesday, October 16 the
“Style Your Sole” event was held at
8:30 p.m. in McPhail’s. Students who
had pre-ordered a pair of white canvas
TOMS used fabric markers, paint,
and pre-printed design templates to
customize their sneakers.
The creations that the students
made not only allowed them to express
their individuality and unique style,
but they also extended beyond the
artists to help the global community at
large. In 2006 TOMS began the “Style
Your TOMS” movement in which the
company donates a pair of shoes to a
child in need for every pair of shoes
that is sold. This movement adheres to
the company’s “One for One” slogan as
it works in tandem with humanitarian
organizations across the globe. It is
the objective of the organization to
first identify the communities that are
deemed most in need of shoes and then
to distribute these shoes accordingly
and without negatively impacting
local businesses.
Providence College’s branch of this
worldwide movement was sponsored
and organized by Social Justice
Advocacy, a club at PC that focuses
on poverty, fair trade, and other global
justice issues. Molly Blake ’16 led the
club in making posters to publicize
SJA’s biggest event. Even though this
is Blake’s first year leading SJA, she
has already made her mark both on
the club and on PC at large; she gave

this annual TOMS event a new twist
through the addition of an open mic
and ice cream bar that participants
could enjoy while decorating their
shoes.
Blake, after looking at the event
as a whole, stated, “The TOMS event
was really amazing! We had a lot of
members from SJA show up and we
also had new faces come to the event
and learn a little bit about TOMS.”
She continued on to say, “It is
amazing that we are giving seven pairs
of shoes to children in need from all
over the world. It’s a great cause and
I’m thankful for everyone who bought
them and who came to support the
event!”
Looking into the immediate future,
SJA will continue to fight against
important global issues. They plan on
working with Catholic Relief Services
to raise money for poverty, hunger,
and justice issues that plague the
world today.
The club is planning a fair trade sale
during the Christmas season in which
members will buy fair trade items and
sell them on campus. All proceeds will
be donated to CRS who will in turn
use these funds to aid impoverished
countries all around the world.
Blake attests, “It’s a really amazing
organization, so we are trying to do a
lot of events and raise a lot of money
for them this year.”
Any member of the student body
who is interested in discussing and
combatting global issues is encouraged
to attend the Social Justice Advocacy
meetings which take place at 8:30 p.m.
every other Wednesday in Room A of
Campus Ministry.

Congress Updates
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
News Editor
Oct. 15

student congress

•

Academics made progress with developing a sports management class
and a CPR class. They are also working on creating an anthropology
minor, and working to get professors’ office hours posted online.

•

The new committee members were sworn into Student Congress.

•

Natalie Ciancetta ’15 proposed an extension on the Phillips Memorial
Library hours and a proposal for including more textbooks on the Rapoza
Collection.

Oct. 22
•

Student Life announced that after a meeting with Warren Gray, assistant
vice president for business services, the Ruane Center will be open until
midnight Monday through Thursday.

•

Publicity announced that PCTV will be filming Late Night Madness and
they met with Kristine Goodwin, dean of students, about creating a dropbox for the PC app.

•

The piece of legislation regarding extending the library hours was
discussed and passed. Ciancetta explained that the library staff is in
agreement about extending the hours, as well as students and faculty,
although the cost of this change has not been figured out yet.

•

The legislation about including Development of Western Civilization
books in the Rapoza Collection was discussed and passed. Ciancetta
explained that the Library committee will create a document regarding
this bill in order to show the support of Student Congress.

•

New business included a piece of legislation regarding recommendations
for next year’s academic calendar. Ciancetta explained that the calendar
committee wants to add an additional week to both semesters, making
each 70 days. The extra week in the spring would be taken from winter
break, the fall semester would start before Labor Day, and there would be
a 4-5 day fall break, causing the reading period to be shorter.

•

Many questions were raised about these changes, and it was noted that
an open forum will take place next week in Ruane 105 about the academic
calendar.

•

The other piece of new business was the submission of Executive Boards
by the Clubs and Organizations Committee.

Sixth Annual NOLA Meal Auction
by Ray Oliverio ’15
News Staff
campus events
On Wednesday, October 23, 2013 at
7 p.m., students from the Providence
College community gathered at
the legendary McPhail’s Pub—a
preferred weekend hangout among
PC students—to bid on delectable
meals prepared or purchased by
professors and Dominicans to
support the NOLA immersion trip.
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina in
2005, concerned supporters of PC
created the NOLA mission trip to aid
those affected in New Orleans and
the surrounding area.
Rather than send money with the
hope of it reaching the hurricaneravaged city, the students determined
to physically involve themselves with
the reconstruction of the Big Easy.
In years past, fellow College cohorts
performed tasks which ranged from
consoling despondent New Orleans
residents in homeless shelters and
sharing meals with them, to simple
tasks like installing light bulbs.
This year, 14 students from PC
will participate in the sixth annual
trip to New Orleans, helping with
the construction of houses run by the
St. Bernard Project and aiding with
daycare services located at the Lower
Ninth Ward Village. Mark Dushel
’14, the itinerary coordinator of the
trip, said, “We’re trying to go down
there and be with them in solidarity
and service.” He also noted that the

difficulties of those in the St. Bernard
Parish are everlasting and deserve to
be recognized.
When Meagan Sullivan ’14, a
participant in this year’s trip, was
asked what this experience means for
her, she responded, “I’m just really
excited to get outside my comfort zone.
I think it’s so important for people to
remember that it’s not over for them,
it’s still the beginning and people
cannot forget that.”
The NOLA Meal Auction was
established with the intent to financially
provide for those students and other
members of the PC community who
were willing to sacrifice a week of
their Christmas vacation to care for the
Louisianans in despair. The proceeds
of the NOLA Meal Auction go directly
toward plane fare, lodging, and food
for the members of this immersion
experience.
At the event, students bid on
meals either prepared or purchased
by renowned PC personalities. Some
of these famous PC faces included,
Men’s Basketball Coach Ed Cooley,
Fr. Justin Brophy—who claimed
victory in last year’s Dominican Iron
Chef cook-off against Fr. Pivarnik—
and Fr. James Cuddy.
Each meal began with the
inconsequential bid of $10, and rose
by two dollars with each additional
offer. Meals ranged from attending
a downtown restaurant with PC
Athletic Director Bob Driscoll to an AllAmerican feast complete with breakdancing cats prepared by theology
professor Dr. Holly Coolman. Some
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Students bid on meals with faculty and staff to raise money for the NOLA Immerison trip.

of the most hotly contested meals
included a six-course gourmet French
spread arranged by the Director of
Liturgical Music, Sherry Humes Dane
and a dinner for three students at
Cassarino’s on Providence’s celebrated
Federal Hill, offered by Dr. Patrick
Kelly, chair of the Department of
Accountancy.
A furious bidding war erupted when
dinner with Fr. Shanley, president of
the College, and Fr. Sicard entered
the scene. Their meal was the highest
grossing auction item, which included
a home-cooked dinner and tour of the
castle on the hill, also known as the
President’s House. NOLA participants

agreed that the evening concluded
rather pleasantly with an end result of
$3423, along with additional donations
from PC faculty and staff.

The highest bid went for the dinner
with Father Shanley and Father
Sicard at the President’s house:
$60 per student for a total of $600
Total amount raised: $3423

Follow us at twitter.com/TheCowl
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Students Should Take Classes That Interest Them

What Class Would You Take That PC Does not Offer?
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Senior Staff Writer
CAMPUS
It is almost that time again: the
season of ALT pins, also known as
course registration. Students sort
through classes on Cyberfriar, trying
to fit together the pieces of the jigsaw
puzzle—core requirements, major
requirements, minor requirements,
scholarship requirements…do I even
have room to take all these? Where is the
high school guidance department who
made me those nice-looking schedules
and ensured that I graduated?
The most important part of course
registration should be making sure
that students take classes in which
they are interested and from which
they will learn relevant content and
skills. Engaged students create a better
learning environment together and are
more likely to share and expand upon
this knowledge in the world outside
the classroom; they won’t waste time
complaining about the workload or
figuring out how many classes they
can skip while still getting an A.
How can Providence College work
with students to better ensure   that
their class schedules reflect their
passions and interests, while also
allowing relevant learning and skillbuilding? Some will place the blame
with the quality of the professors,
which undeniably matters, but is
not the only factor. Students become
active, participatory, and enthused
when presented with material in
a thoughtful way which they are
interested in and to which they feel a
relevant connection.
Perhaps recent revisions to the
core curriculum were a good place to
start. Students now take a culminating
colloquium for the last semester of
the two-year Development of Western
Civilization Program, and topics for
next semester include “Contemporary
New Orleans and the Arts of
Resistance,” “The Ideology of Crisis,”
“Race, Marginality and Theologies of
Liberation,” “Capitalism: The Good,
the Bad, the Ugly,” “The History and
Science of Food,” “The Sacred and
the Secular in the Struggle for Human
Rights and Dignity,” and “The Science
and Politics of Energy: Past, Present,
Future.”
On the other side of the core
requirements, the picture becomes
bleaker for seniors who are still
trying to cram in core classes. The
requirements feel suffocating when
there is a plethora of other higher-level,
more specifically-focused classes that
appeal to students’ interests and career
plans. Core classes seem to be a way
for the administration to say that they
have a  better inkling of what students
should be taking than the students
themselves.
Perhaps
students
would
be
interested in working with professors
to develop special topics classes. Often
these classes reflect a professor’s
specific area of interest, but this does
not mean the students cannot help
design the course in a way that would
interest and benefit a wider range of
students.
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Students
s h o u l d
also
take
responsibility
to approach faculty
and ask questions about
the courses they are teaching.
How will it fit into my learning plan?
Do you recommend I take it now, or
wait until next year? How do you teach
this course? What skills will the course
help me develop?
Students who are actively involved
in creating their own learning plans are
much more likely to thrive during their
four years here and persevere through
the academic rigor because they have
a vested interest in the outcome.
For those students who do not find
their interests, strengths, or passions
reflected in a current major offered at
PC, they can create their own majors.
The fact that many students do not
know that this is an option suggests
that, once again, students are not
trusted to develop their own learning
plans.
A survey of the student body to see
which class they would want to take
in college that they have not been able
to take here at PC yielded interesting
results: “Something further related to
multicultural adversity and diversity
issues” (Sarah Cote ’14), “A biology of

global
health class, some
sort of combination of global studies,
biology, and public health” (Lauren
O’Loughlin ’14), “Communications
and broadcasting” (Anonymous), “A
religion class that does not have to
do with Catholicism” (Lizzie Spillane
’14), “A biology elective designed to
help with the MCAT,” (Colin Scott ’14),
“Nutrition” (Cayla Kalinowski ’16),
“Russian or maybe something with
the sports industry” (John Cooper
’14), “Portuguese” (Josh Welch ’14),
“Social Entrepreneurship, Swahili,
Thai, or fashion design and styling”
(Kara Komprathoum ’16). Carolina
Almonte ’15 even responded, “I’d
completely switch my major to public
relations if offered.” Kevin Castellano
’14 adds, “A class on how to talk to
girls.” (Laughing aside, classes to talk
about campus dynamics would not
be too far-fetched, nor would it hurt
to talk more about the construction of
gender.)
I would like to open this

c o n ve r s a t i o n
to student and
faculty responses.
What is the best way
for us to create schedules
this spring about which we are excited?
Would you like to see administrative
changes, more collaboration between
students and faculty, more or different
course options? In which classes
have you been the most engaged and
excited, and what made the learning
experience different?

Send responses
to Jenn’s article
to be printed next
week to:
cowlcommentary@gmail.com
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Shutdown Could Lead to the
We Should Dress Beyond Social Expectations End of A Major Political Party

Self-Respect Should be Sex Appeal
by Kelly Sullivan ’15
Opinion Editor
CAMPUS
On my way back from watching the
Friars crush American International
College last weekend, I watched the
flocks of people who were leaving
campus to paint the town red. Among
the short skirts, sparkles, and girls
walking barefoot with heels in hand,
one girl stood out to me. She struggled
down Guzman Hill in platform heels,
a tight bandage skirt, and a sleeveless
shirt. The struggle was not due to
intoxication it seemed, but it was due
to her inability to walk in heels and
the fact that she was uncomfortable.
She didn’t seem to be having fun
or to be excited for her night on the
town, and in the incredibly cool
temperatures she looked ridiculous.
   My first thought was, “Couldn’t
any of her friends tell her how foolish
she looks?” only to then realize that
all of her friends were dressed just
like her. The only difference was
that they could walk in their heels. It
seems this has become the norm for
how to dress on the weekend: short
skirt and heels. Some girls, despite
the fact that they can’t handle their
shoes, choose to wear this getup
anyway. Why?
Most girls dress this way because
in society it is seen as sexually
appealing. But sex appeal doesn’t
mean wearing the least amount of
clothing possible, and it certainly
doesn’t have to mean wearing heels
you can’t walk in. Sometimes less is
more–showing less skin, that is.
Girls who dress in order to fulfill
social norms show lack of self-respect
and self-concern. I am not shaming
any girl for what she chooses to wear;
instead, I want to make a point that
women are more than their bodies
and they should respect their own
values.
The media tells us that “sexy” is
better and the social norm for this
has turned into short skirts and heels.
A study from July 2012 in Sex Roles
reveals that girls as young as six
years old are sexualizing themselves
because media messages show them
that being sexy yields rewards.
Regardless of what the media
shows us, we should dress in a
way that shows that we care about
ourselves. Girls who dress in in this
manner seem to lack self-respect.
They give off the impression that they
don’t respect themselves enough to
wear what they feel confident in. They

seem to put aside their own values in
order to appeal to and conform to the
standards of others.
More importantly, they show no
self-concern. Their own well-being
doesn’t even take priority over these
social norms because they don’t even
wear a jacket–or shoes apparently–
despite cold temperatures, which is
very concerning.
May 2012’s edition of the academic
journal Sex Roles states, “Clothing
represents an important contributor
to the body and emotional experience
of contemporary young women
because
body-bearing
clothing
leads to greater states of selfobjectification, body shame, and
body dissatisfaction.”
Girls who wear revealing clothing
to impress guys, for example,
minimize themselves to their bodies.
If an outfit is constricting your
confidence and values, is that how
you want to be considered attractive?  
Let’s take a look back at our friend
stumbling down the hill; it seemed to
me this was not a personal statement.
She looked out of place, and was
looking to her friends for guidance
and for social cues. She was dressed
like this in order to fulfill social
protocol and to impress guys.
We are worth more than just
being looked at. But it’s more than
just convincing men of this; we must
believe it ourselves. I want the girl
who stumbled down Guzman Hill
to believe this and know that her
values should come above social
expectations.
She should continue to wear outfits
like the one she struggled down
the hill in if she so chooses. But she
should know that she shouldn’t wear
it just because it’s what everyone else
is wearing. Girls should realize that
they are degrading themselves when
they leave their jackets at home,
when they wear heels just because
it’s expected, or when they wear the
shortest skirt they can find. They are
degrading themselves when they
leave their confidence in the dorm
room in order to wear what everyone
else is wearing.
I’m not saying that showing skin
is bad, I’m just saying it’s better to do
so in a tasteful manner and in a way
that allows you to continue being
you. It’s OK to like being looked
at, and even to like attention from
others for our looks, but we need to
remember that it shouldn’t be the
only way we get attention and we
shouldn’t dress specifically to get this
kind of attention. Sometimes modest
is hottest.
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by Carolyn Walsh ’17
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY
Is this the end of the Republican
Party as we know it? After a 16-day
partial government shutdown and
the nation teetering on the edge
of default, Congress passed a lastminute deal on Wednesday, October
16 to reopen the government and
raise the debt ceiling. The next day,
President Obama signed the bill into
law, and in a speech addressed to the
American public stated that “there
are no winners” in Congress’ bitter
political battle. There may not be any
“winners,” but there is certainly a
clear loser, and that is the GOP. The
shutdown and debt ceiling fiasco
serve as other examples of how the
Republican Party is entrenched in its
own civil war, and how its political
brand is quickly declining in
mainstream politics. The Republican
Party has a decidedly uncertain
future.
Bringing their anti-Obamacare
fever to a pitch, House GOP
conservatives caused the government
shutdown by refusing to pass a clean
budget bill that neither completely
defunded nor dramatically changed
the President’s signature healthcare
law. The shutdown battle is a clear
example of how Republican leaders
have begun to lose control of their
members of Congress. It seems that
the authority of leaders, especially
that of Speaker of the House John
Boehner, is facing a serious challenge
from extreme factions like the Tea
Party.
Moderate
Republicans,
like
John McCain and business leaders
on Wall Street, have expressed
disdain at Republican behavior and
strategy throughout the ordeal. The
Party is deeply divided between
the extreme Tea Party ideology of
people like Senator Ted Cruz and
those who believe in more moderate
policies. The Republican Party’s
base has become increasingly shrill
and dissatisfied with the party’s

leadership in Washington. As these
groups battle for control of Capitol
Hill, it spells potential disaster for
the Republican coalition.
This sort of factionalism within
the Republican Party has its roots in
American history. In the 1800s, the
Whig Party was formed in opposition
to President Andrew Jackson and his
party’s policies. The glue that kept
the Whigs together was their staunch
hatred of Jackson. The party quickly
died out when factions divided it
and it could not agree over issues
like the expansion of the country,
slavery, and centralized power in the
government. Fast forward to 2013,
and it appears that history could
repeat itself. Unless one Republican
faction or the other gives up and falls
in line, the party may not survive.
The country’s rapidly shifting
demographics and social attitudes
also create significant challenges
for future Republican leadership
in Washington. As an increasing
number of voters support sweeping
immigration reform, stricter gun
laws, and gay-marriage bills pass
across the country, the GOP’s voice
and platform is becoming irrelevant
in many areas of the country. The
country is moving toward greater
racial, religious, and sexual tolerance,
but the GOP seems to still be living in
the 1950s in its rhetoric and ideology.
With right-wing factions like the
Tea Party hijacking and dictating its
public image, the Republican Party
could become obsolete in the long
term. Republicans’ toxic display of
extreme partisanship and narrowmindedness has not helped them
win elections and certainly will not
help them do so in the future.
Looking ahead to the 2014
congressional midterm elections
and even the 2016 presidential
election, the future does not look
bright for Republican leadership in
Washington. We might very well be
witnessing history in the making
and the death of a major American
political party.
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Venturing Back To Spiritual Life has Potential Rewards
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by Matt Santos ’14
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS
Going into my senior year at
Providence College, you would think
I would have many things figured
out: a routine established, a way of
doing things etched into three years’
worth of stone. Of course, aspects of
one’s collegiate life do not always
remain static; things change, and
often a new routine takes hold. This
year has brought me to a new Sunday
night routine—attending mass at St.
Dominic’s Chapel. During my first
three years at PC, my identification
as Catholic ended at identification
alone, and I’m finally happy to act
on it a little more.
My impetus to finally attend a
mass was derived from a friend
of mine. The inclination to attend,

admittedly, was not one with a
wholly spiritual intent. It was simply
to see a friend play an instrument at
mass. I am somewhat ashamed to
admit that this spur-of-the-moment
decision to attend mass would be
my first mass attended during my
three-plus years at PC. Luckily,
after going to this one 10:30 p.m.
mass, something seemed to click. A
refreshed feeling, one which I had
not felt since going to church with my
family back home, came once more.
It’s something that I’ve missed, and
am beyond happy I’ve managed to
feel again, and I’m grateful for my
friend’s invitation.
I think it’s fitting that this reunion
with a spiritual side has come
in my last year at PC, in a time of
a lot of flux. In looking toward a
transition from the comfort of my
past three years of college life to the
relative newness and uncertainty of
postgraduate life, it’s comforting to

Fears Exist In All of Us
by Nicole Corbin ’15
Asst. Opinion Editor
SOCIETY
All of us have fears, whether they
be rational, irrational, or somewhere
in between. Dying, flying on an
airplane, and spiders are some of
the most common fears that people
share. However, while fear is
commonly thought to be an emotion
triggered by the threat of impending
danger, it is also true that most fears
are triggered by a universal fear
of the unknown. What do people
experience after they die? What
will happen when they step on that
airplane? What will occur if that
spider touches an arachnophobic?
Sometimes fear can be a good
thing. For instance, people follow
rules and laws for fear of the
punishment they yield, should these
laws be broken. But other times our
fears seize us so strongly that they
inhibit our actions because we do
not know the effects of them.
According to the essay “Behavioral
Inhibition to the Unfamiliar,” published
by the journal Child Development,
“Encounter with a person, object,
feeling, or situation that is unfamiliar or
unexpected is one of the most pervasive
features of human experiences.” This
study found that in young children “a
likely reaction to the combination of
increased psychological uncertainty…
is inhibition.”
This fear of the unknown can
inhibit one to the point that it
infringes upon quality of life. For
example, the person too afraid to fly
on an airplane because it is a foreign

experience will forgo opportunities
to visit new and exotic places that
they have dreamed of seeing. Thus,
the fear of not knowing can trump
even the greatest desires.
One of the greatest fears of college
students is not knowing where their
future will lead. Many students
choose what they feel is a “safe”
major that will lend hope of financial
security for the future, rather than
pursue a path that will make them
truly happy even though there may
be great uncertainty in that chosen
profession.
The horror stories and success
stories of brushing off fear and
forging ahead despite uncertainty
are
always
circulating.
Mark
Zuckerburg dropped out of college,
took a risk, pursued Facebook, and
became a multimillionaire, but he
could have failed just as easily.
It would be wrong of me to
champion the ideas of always
bursting forth into the unknown
and taking the risk of getting on
that airplane or majoring in dance
instead of finance, because the truth
of the matter is, the unknown is
terrifying. When you enter into it
sometimes you win and sometimes
you don’t.
However, it would also be wrong
of me to herald the safe side and
urge nobody to take risks. Fear of
the unknown exists in all of us, but
it is how we deal with this fear that
makes the difference. Staying on the
safe side is always more tantalizing
than embarking into the unknown,
but when is it right to be safe and
right to take risks? It’s your life, it’s
your call.

once again have a religious side of
my life to lean on.
This new pattern and new normal
of my Sunday evenings leads me to
reflect on a few aspects of my first
three years at PC. First, I managed to
exist as a fully functional, accepted,
and successful student even without
mass as a part of my weekly routine.
It is comforting knowing that our
school would not ostracize someone
who did not wish to consistently
engage in the Catholicism of the
school. Surely the Catholic identity
of the school filtered into my college
life in other ways, but the extent
to which I embraced its presence
was up to me. Second, as happy as
I am that I could choose the extent
to which I involved myself with
religion on campus, I am equally
happy that I’ve found it in such a
positive light. Though the origins
of venturing to the chapel again
were not of a spiritual nature and

the decision did not come with deep
reflection, the dividends have been
rewarding.
I suppose the moral of the story
is this: it’s okay if your time at
Providence College has not enriched
your connection with Catholicism,
Christianity, or a spiritual life of
any kind. However, it is equally fine
and could very well be rewarding
to venture back toward it again,
even if it is just to see a friend play
an instrument or sing in the choir.
Regardless, it could surprise you. It
might bring you back to something
you used to have or never had
before. It might be your new Sunday
night routine even after three years
of neglect. Or, at the very least, Fr.
Cuddy might make you laugh and
some free food afterwards will be a
nice way to end the weekend. Either
way, you’re here now, give it a shot.

Are you good with words? With
cameras? With design? Are you
interested in recording class memories?

Join Veritas, Providence
College’s Yearbook since
1928.
Contact Advisor and Off-Campus Living
Director Richy Kless at rkless@providence.edu
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It was an interesting week
for The Cowl. Our photo
camera
officially
retired
(cough died cough), our
printer
combusted,
the
winter sports preview was
set to print, and we were
prepping to send five of our
staffers to New Orleans for
the 92nd Annual ACP/CMA
National College Media
Convention. Suffice to say,
we had plenty of stress to
go around, and we had
wondered more than once
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Tiffany & Earl Note
The Tiffany & Earl feature in Portfolio is a
satirized account of Providence College. Both
the question and answers are purely works of
fiction. Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes whose
comments ultimately satirize the stereotypes
they each represent.

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and
carefully checks every article that goes into print
to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and
truthfully. If you find an error in any article,
please email the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@
providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as
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Tall Beds Present
a Hassle
The weirdest thing about going
home last weekend was sleeping in
my own bed. It was wonderful, but it
felt like I was sleeping on the ground.
My bed at home isn’t even short–it was
relatively tall the last time I slept in it.
I think my perspective is skewed after
spending the last month and a half
jumping onto a bed every night. And
I don’t mean hopping–I’ve literally
been jumping onto my bed ever since
I’ve arrived on campus. I’m a little on
the shorter side, and for some reason
the beds on campus are ridiculously
tall. It’s great for storage underneath,
but it poses a problem when I have
to Superman four feet in the dark.
Sometimes I don’t make it. Other
times I’ll make it onto the bed and
then almost roll off while reaching for
something on the ground. Or I’ll forget
something, have to leap down and
retrieve it, and then jump onto the bed
all over again. The whole situation is a
hassle. I’ve invested in a stepstool, but
I still have to hike up my knee to make
a smooth transition. I’m working on
getting taller.

Advertising

—Brianna Abbott ’17

Contact The Cowl with advertising requests
and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit
www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with
The Cowl.

Subscriptions
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the Associated Collegiate Press.
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Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail
is $100 per year. Send payment to The Cowl, 1
Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918;
make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues
are available around campus on Thursday
nights.

if joining our beloved paper was
actually a masochistic death wish
in the guise of an extracurricular
activity. As with every week, though,
we managed to pull ourselves
together and develop many a
contingency plan to deal with our
unforeseen woes. Improvisation was
a necessity, threats a probability,
and high blood pressure a certainty.
(Anyone familiar with us can attest
to all three.) Consider this editorial
a sincere apology to those poor
souls, particularly our roommates,
our professors, our friends, and each
other. Good luck on your trip, fellow
five Cowlers, and we will be sure to
tell Nick Cannon you send your best
from Louisiana.

& Tirades

Career Education
Center Needs Options
I will preface this tangent with the
following: The individuals working
in the Career Education Center are
incredibly invested in the future of
PC students and I applaud them
for their work. With that said, the
companies represented by it often
favor business students. If you’re an
English or history major, you have
little to choose from in terms of job
opportunities, save for Teach for
America or a spattering of insurance
and finance companies willing to
train non-business majors. But what
about those students interested in
public relations? Communications?
Publishing? There are outliers posted
in efriars, but there are few options for
students interested in the above fields.
Even the LARC Career Fair, which is
meant to cater to liberal arts majors,
hosts predominately business-oriented
companies. It seems counterintuitive
that a liberal arts college does not offer
guidance in various fields. Of course,
finance and related industries do have
seasonal recruiting periods, and this
may not be the case for the fields I
mentioned above. As a student who is
seeking employment in business and
owes a great deal to Slavin 108, I would
just like to point out the difference,
and ask what, if anything, can be done
about it.
—Keely Mohin ’14
Guest Tangent

Keep the Library a
Quiet Zone

You’re in the library and already
struggling to focus on your boring
and painfully long reading assignment
for Civ, when a group of girls behind
you begins laughing uncontrollably.
Loud music starts blaring from the
headphones of the person next to you.
Then, a guy makes a phone call and
you learn every detail of his “crazy
weekend.” Suddenly, you find yourself
staring at the same page you were an
hour ago thanks to these annoying
distractions. Does this scenario sound
familiar? The library is supposed to be
a “quiet zone” where you can get your
work done, but it’s hard to accomplish
anything when people rudely break
your focus. So, let’s review some crucial
library etiquette so that everyone can
have a positive experience. The library
is not a place to socialize, so save your
stories and obnoxious giggling for
later. No one wants to hear your phone
conversations while studying for a test,
so refrain from making phone calls.
Finally, no one cares what kind of
music you listen to, so turn your music
down and keep it to yourself.

—Jacquelyn Kelley ’15
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I
PRE - GAME STUDENT
TAILGATE
Friday, October 25th
3- 5pm - Tennis Courts
Featuring tons of FREE food,
activities and giveaways!
Beer Garden for those 21+ (w/proper ID)
Sponsored by PC Athletics and Student Affairs
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JESSICA ARTIGLIERE ’17/ THE COWL

ABOVE: Dr. Paul Gondreau delivers a talk entitled “The Gifts of Special Needs Children,” where he speaks about Pope Francis’ embracing of his son,
Dominic, who has cerebral palsy, and the symbolism of the gesture in affirming the dignity of the poorest and most vulnerable in society.
RIGHT: The Department of Public and Community
Service Studies holds an informal information and
pre-registration session for its majors and minors,
providing food from North Side Pockets.
BELOW: Colleges Against Cancer and the
Management 401 class host a “Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer” event, featuring a
presentation by Becky Nero regarding her personal
story. Breast cancer awareness cards were also
available for dedication to loved ones or to show
support for the cause.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

BELOW: Suhad Babaa from Just Vision, an organization working to end the occupation
and resolve the Palestinian-Israeli conflict through Kingian nonviolence, speaks prior to the
presentation of the film My Neighbourhood.

ANNA WIECIORKOWSKA ’14/ THE COWL

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
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ANNA WIECIORKOWSKA ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE: The Liberal Arts Honors Program and Departments of English and Development of Western Civilization feature guest lecturer and author
Ted McCrorie, who presents about his newest poetry book.

ANNA WIECIORKOWSKA ’14/ THE COWL

EMILY HURLEY ’17/ THE COWL

ABOVE: The Department of Theatre, Dance, and ABOVE: The Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies inaugurates its Noontime
Film brings in actress Therese Plaehn ’01 for a Luncheon Series with a lecture by Dr. Daria Spezzano entitled “Loving the Word in
conversation with students and faculty.
Dominican Spirituality.”

ABOVE: The Department of Art and Art History sponsors a lecture by artist Lumin Wakoa.

JESSICA ARTIGLIERE ’17/ THE COWL
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RIGHT: The
International
Student
Organization holds
an International
Meet and Greet
dinner, featuring
a keynote address
by Vice President
of Student Affairs
Kristine Goodwin.
BOTTOM LEFT: The
Art Club holds a
Pizza and Painting
event, providing Big
Tony’s Pizza and art
supplies.
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Campus Ministry
holds its biannual
Dinner with
Dominicans,
featuring a full pasta
dinner and cake
from LaSalle Bakery.
JESSICA HO ’14/ THE COWL

EMILY HURLEY ’17/ THE COWL

ANNA WIECIORKOWSKA ’14/ THE COWL

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE: The Office of Residence Life and PC After Hours
sponsor Paloozafest during the long Columbus Day weekend,
GABRIELLE MENDEZ ’17/ THE COWL
featuring board games, a Wii tournament with gift cards to ABOVE: The Office of Student Multicultural Activities sponsors a Mini-Writing Marathon,
GameStop, snacks, and Ronzio’s Pizza.
making stops at various landmarks of the campus and concluding at LaSalle Bakery.
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Adventures at New York Comic Con
Comic:

Continued from front page

and projectors for guests who were
not able to make it into the rooms with
the physical panel stages.
With the highlight of a comic
convention being comics, there were
many panels, artists, and costumes
focusing on these, especially the two
giants of the industry, Marvel and
DC. Marvel seemed to dominate in
terms of sheer number of panels—and
of Avengers cosplayers—but DC had
a special event up its sleeve for the
weekend. While Marvel had the prop
car Lola from the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D
series on display, and even some
surprise visits by the great Stan Lee,
DC had an exhibit featuring a set of
suits worn by various incarnations of
Superman over the years in celebration
of Superman’s 75th birthday. They
had everything from Christopher
Reeve’s suit in all its primary-colored
glory to three separate outfits worn by
Henry Cavill from this past summer’s
Man of Steel.
Another exciting aspect of NYCC is
the Autographing Hall, where every
year special guests greet their hordes
of adoring fans. This year, guests
included Anthony Daniels (C3PO
from Star Wars), David Duchovny
and Gillian Anderson (Mulder and
Scully from The X-Files), and William
Shatner and Patrick Stewart (the two
most famous captains of the USS
Enterprise). While these were the
highlighted guests, there were many
other special guests who kept their
autographing a little more low-key.
Max Brooks, the writer of World War
Z and son of the outstanding Mel
Brooks, signed preview copies of his
upcoming comic book, and greeted
his fans with a humble and gracious
attitude. Matthew Inman, known as
the internet-famous comic artist “The
Oatmeal,” added an extra four hours
of free autographing to his schedule
just to make sure that he could please
all of his fans. Two aisles of the
gigantic showroom were dedicated to
booths run by publishing companies,
which seemed to be populated almost
exclusively by volunteers handing out
free books and by the authors who
wrote them.
In a place full of people running
around in capes and bodysuits of
all colors, there were a few things
that seemed to be a little out of

place. For example, a section of the
Autographing Hall housed a booth
featuring famous movie vehicles
like a Batmobile and the DeLorean
from Back to the Future…and a host
of professional wrestlers signing
autographs. In the plaza outside of
the Javits Center sat a huge machine
that looked like a cross between
a crane and a truck, but it was
neither—it was a pumpkin-chucking
rig, present for a panel sponsored by
the Science Channel and Mythbusters.
Quite a few of these things were far
removed from the theme of a comic
convention, but it seemed that their
sponsors hoped to appeal to the
present demographic.
The
pumpkin-chucking—or
“punkin chunkin”—machine was
proof that there could be successful
osmosis between fans of the comic
world and fans of science. The
Cowl was able to get an interview
with Tory, Grant, and Kari of the
Mythbusters, and with some of the
big names in the sport of “punkin
chunkin,” which is exactly what
it sounds like. They were a jovial
crowd, cracking jokes and swapping
stories about the stubborn reporters
and the dangers of being squashed
by a squash, and they proved their
geekiness by not blinking an eye
while answering questions from an
interviewer dressed in a Han Solo
costume. When asked about what
recent movies he would like to bust
some myths from, Grant Imahara
(the robotics expert of the
team) answered: “I would
like to do The Bourne
Supremacy.” Keep an
eye out for the theme
of a possible future
episode!
The weekend
flew by in a whirl
of color, noise,
and
motion.
Most people left
the convention
center with new
friends, sore feet,
many stories, and
less money than
they entered with.
NYCC belongs on
everyone’s bucket list:
the unique, friendly, and
wonderful atmosphere is
not something that can be
matched or explained; it can
only be experienced.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Alanna Smith
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Romeo and Juliet Born Again

PHOTO COURTESY OF pagetopremier.com

by Katie Puzycki ’17
A&E Staff
FILM
For the umpteenth time in history,
the world of entertainment experienced
the resurrection of Shakespeare’s
timeless tale of the young, star-crossed
lovers Romeo and Juliet. Directed
by Carlo Carlei and starring Hailee
Steinfeld and Douglas Booth as the fated
couple, the blockbuster was a little less
than a box-office hit, bringing in only
$520,116 over opening weekend. In
addition, the movie seemed to receive
hate from nearly everyone who saw it.
Admittedly there were points of the
movie that seemed doubtful, but Carlei,
all in all, captured the story very well.
Steinfeld, who was only 15 at the time
of shooting, was not well received by
many critics, who thought she was too
young to properly portray a seemingly
mature role. In Steinfeld’s defense,
Shakespeare’s Juliet was only meant to
be 13 years of age, so in terms of literary

accuracy, Carlei has succeeded with his
choice for Juliet. Steinfeld portrays her
character well and does a beautiful job
of capturing adolescent lust, woes, and
heartbreak. On the other hand, there is
19-year-old Douglas Booth, casted as the
mischievous, wooing, and unbelievably
handsome Romeo. Some argue that
the age difference between Booth and
Steinfeld caused some awkwardness
in the more romantic scenes, however
it is anything but. The chemistry
between the two from beginning
to end is heart-achingly perfect.
The other standout actors in this
remake include Paul Giamatti as Friar
Laurence, and Lesley Manville as Juliet’s
nurse. Giamatti and Manville’s previous
acting experience have helped to recreate
the personalities of their two characters.
They transform them into very likeable
people, and attract the sympathy of the
viewer as their attempts to bring the
doomed couple together slowly begin
to fail. Giamatti’s performance was
outstanding, using his natural sense
of humor to turn Friar Laurence into

a charismatic and respectable person.
The Shakespearean language, or
adjustment of it, proved to be another
problem for some viewers. Carlei took it
upon himself to recreate some of the Old
English text. However, this in no way
detracted from the dialogue. Carlei may
have done something majorly offensive
to Shakespeare puritans, but his
recreation of the text was done in such an
artful way that a regular moviegoer could
never tell the difference. His reformation
of the original text still proved to be very
Shakespearean—poetic and flowery
words, but slightly easier to comprehend.
The scenery and costumes were a
visual success. Carlei filmed the set
right in Verona, where Shakespeare’s
work is meant to have taken place. The
Italian countryside provided for an
incredibly aesthetically-pleasing set.
The stunning architecture and vibrant
outdoor gardens made for historically
accurate-looking scenery, and added
to the romantic air of the film. The
elaborate costumes also helped in
setting the tone to the romanticism

and overall feel of the movie. The set
creators certainly had no restraints when
planning for this breathtaking setting.
Of the many on-screen adaptions
that have been done so far, this newest
addition serves the most justice to
Shakespeare’s tragic love story, and
any true fan of the playwright should
be proud of Carlei’s adaptation, which
respects both the language and historical
setting of the great work. Even with
knowledge of the inevitable ending, it
is impossible not to believe that Romeo
and Juliet will somehow survive in the
end, which is largely due to the success
the actors have in making the characters
their own. The work of the entire cast
and crew makes the wily, tumultuous
romance seem incapable of ending,
even after the predetermined fate has
been written for hundreds of years.

Layer in Style: A Guide to Fall
by Christina D’Adamio ’16
A&E Staff
FASHION
Fall has officially arrived and it
is time to embrace the colder and
unpredictable seasonal changes. Pack
away those micro-mini skirts and crop
top tanks, and toss those sandals into the
depths of your closet. Undoubtedly, it
can be a complicated mix to look stylish
and to feel warm. Running from class to
class, a college girl needs pieces that are
versatile and functional. Dealing with
the irregular classroom temperatures,
well, that is just another hurdle. But
dressing for weather changes is actually
quite simple; it all comes down to
layering. Learning to layer is essential;
with the help from our favorite fashion
gurus, you will be battling the cold in
no time and layering like a pro.
Finding the perfect coat is the key to
any layered look. With the wide variety
of colors, cuts, and materials available,
the perfect coat can battle any weather
change. For some of those chillier days,
stick to thicker coats with heavier fabrics
for ultimate warmth. Celebrity fashion
stylist Dawn Del Russo recommends
thigh-length peacoats (Huffington Post).
Calf-length peacoats are another
great option. Glamour.com suggests
colored trench coats, preferably water
resistant. Opt for a deep red or navy
blue for a pop of color on those rainy
fall afternoons. Invest in a cape, advises
HarpersBazaar.com. A neutral colored
cape glams up any wardrobe and is

oh, so chic. For a unique look, try a
faux fur vest, says HarpersBazaar.com.
A fur vest adds a rocker edge to even
the simplest outfit. For those warmer
days, throw on a simple denim jacket,
a military inspired overcoat, or a classy
blazer. Do not forget about those leather
jackets, ladies. Leather adds instant
warmth without the added volume,
claims HarpersBazaar.com.
Cardigans and sweaters are fall
essentials. Cardigans are not only
cozy, but also adaptable for all weather
temperatures. Lightweight pullovers
are great for layering, as they can be
taken off and on easily. To add extra
warmth, pair a cardigan with neutralcolored knits and thermals. Add
black leggings or denim jeans for an
effortless creation. For a fancy look,
pair a shawl with a simple black dress
and a sparkly statement necklace. If
looking to invest, Del Russo suggests
purchasing a cashmere sweater.
Sweatshirts, Glamour.com reports, are
also becoming quite fashionable. Aim
for solid colors, such as light gray or
black. Pair the sweatshirt with stretchy
leggings and black pumps for instant
appeal.
Fall is not the time to forget about
accessories. Keep out the cold by
investing in a stylish pair of boots. Aim
for a tall boot, preferably knee-length,
in dark brown or black. For a more
in-style trend, experiment with ankle
booties with a slight heel. For those
rainy days, have a pair of rain boots
readily available. Hunter Boots are a
fashion-forward brand. These boots are

weather durable and with so many color
options, they can become quite the style
statement. Other fall essentials include
hats, gloves, scarves and thermal socks.
Mix and match these pieces for fun and
eye-catching combinations.
Keep in mind that adding
layers does not mean adding
bulk. Fashion designer and
author Lauren Conrad
shares some tips and tricks
on layering, while keeping
that body looking slim. To
cinch any waistline, add
a simple belt for instant
shape.
Make
sure
cardigans and sweaters
are not overly baggy.
While it is important to
be comfortable, clothes
should still fit properly.
Conrad also suggests
playing with colors,
patterns, and textures.
Do not be afraid to
experiment
with
different fabrics.
With
the
expert
advice provided, you
are ready to battle the
cold days ahead. Time
to rummage through that
closet and dig out some of
your favorite fall pieces.
Throw on some warm
layers, stay stylish, and
take campus by storm.

PHOTO COURTESY OF littlewoodsireland.ie
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4 Celebrities to Follow on Twitter
by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
CULTURE

@lenadunham
The creator of Girls on HBO is not just witty in her television writing but also in
her tweeting. What I like about Dunham’s Twitter is that she is able to make fun of
herself. I think that is what brought her so much success in the first place. One tweet
most people can relate to is “When I first wake up I look either like a baby dinosaur
or a 37 year old woman on trial for murdering her 99 year old husband.” Me too,
Lena. Me too. I am also a fan of her August tweet saying, “Someone drove by us
shooting on the street in Queens and screamed, ‘Law and Order sucks!’”

@mindykaling
Kaling is a personal hero of mine. I think she is hilarious on The Office as Kelly
and shines in her own series, The Mindy Project. I love Kaling so much because not
only is she an actress, but she is also a writer and producer. She just does it all but
apparently manages to stay humble. Many of her tweets are realistic and relatable,
such as “Oh shit, guys, I’m so excited, no one I saw today will I see tomorrow so I
can wear the same outfit again.

@rainnwilson

Rainn Wilson is known for his portrayal of the strange but loveable Dwight on
The Office. Wilson’s Twitter is eerily similar to things that might come out of Dwight’s
mouth, only slightly more fit for the “real world.” Think less “Bears, Beets, Battlestar
Galactica” and more witty sarcasm. One of his best recent tweets is to Kidz Bop,
saying “Can u guys cover Slayer & Ol Dirty Bastard?” Seems like a fair request.

@3RDEYEGIRL
The actual Prince just got a twitter account and I must say, it is fairly normal. That
is why I much prefer the parody account, @PrinceTweets2U. He has taken Prince’s
habit of turning “you” into “U” and “to” into “2” in order to produce hilariously odd
tweets. For example, “what are emojis I don’t trust them” or “some1 tried 2 tell me
what vine was but I asked them 2 stop.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF peoplestylewatch.com

EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Childhood Toy

Tim
Morris
Favorite Childhood Toy: Sock’em Boppers

Serena
Ambroselli
Favorite Childhood Toy: Skip-It

His Views: Looking back on my childhood, I
wonder how I got any exercise at all. The Game Boy
Color that I had received for my eighth birthday–
and the seemingly endless adventures of Pokemon
Yellow–took up most of my time. Then, just when
I had reached my laziest point, Sock’em Boppers
hit the shelves of every toy store in America.
With these inflatable boxing gloves on my hands,
friends became enemies. I was able to land punch
after punch without fear of consequences, physical
or parental. What is more, there was nothing
educational about Sock’em Boppers apart from
the fact that they taught me how to deliver a rapid
series of body blows. I’ll admit that I practiced
this move repeatedly on my little brother–that
is, until one of my gloves popped, after which
my Sock’em Boppers were thrown in the trash.

Her Views: The simplicity and joy of this
wondrous game cannot be matched by any other.
This game encouraged exhausting physical activity,
which naturally won over all the parents for reasons
concerning the health of their children and, more
importantly, for inducing the blissful moment when
the kiddies would knock out after a day well spent out
on the sidewalks among the other whippersnappers,
my ‘90s self included, and their Skip-Its. I can recall
many a fond memory that revolved around an
impossibly adorable younger me and a dearly beloved
Skip-It secured around my ankle. We can agree that
the ‘90s were a great decade, due largely in part to
the reign of this toy. It was even honored by Time
magazine for being one of the greatest toys ever, and
if that doesn’t impress you than you must have been a
seriously deprived child.

His Views on Serena: Imagine that you’ve
just arrived on planet Earth after a long, tiring
journey through the universe. As a student in an
extraterrestrial university, you’ve come to study
the different ways in which human beings have
fun. Eventually, you find a child who has a strange
object fastened to one of his ankles. Could it be
some sort of leash? A tracking device? Your first
few guesses are proven wrong. The child seems
to enjoy these shackles, using one leg to skip over
them again and again. After taking notes on this
activity, you get back into your spaceship and head
home, amused by the stupidity of the human race.

Her Views on Tim: When I think of Sock’em
Boppers, I can think of nothing other than the fact that
these were inflatable weapons of mass destruction
for hooligans. They fostered sibling hatred and tore
young friendships asunder. The only way to avoid
being bombarded by these things was to run far away
and never return. Maybe it was just me, but I looked
forward to play dates with my friends that involved
wholesome, innocent fun; any house with Sock’em
Boppers under its roof was not a house to be trusted.
The fact of the matter is this: if you were a sadist or a
masochist, Sock’em Boppers were for you.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF fashiongrunge.com
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Lissie Takes Fans
Back to Forever
by Mary McGreal ’15
A&E Staff
MUSIC
Earlier this month, American folk
rock artist Elisabeth Corrin Maurus,
better known as Lissie, released her
sophomore album, Back to Forever.
Those familiar with her debut album,
Catching a Tiger, will recognize her
blend of folk, rock, country, and
alternative styles. For fans, Back
to Forever should be a comfortable
album. It is not a departure from the
sounds of her previous work—rather
a natural progression towards a more
mature style. There is a timeless
ambiguity about Lissie’s music and
many have likened her to Fleetwood
Mac’s Stevie Nicks. With all the
positive attention that her last two
albums have received, one might
wonder why she has not achieved
mainstream fame yet. Lissie may just
answer this question with the track
“Shameless,” which proclaims, “I
don’t want to be famous / If I got to be
shameless / If you don’t know what my
name is, name is / So what, so what?”
Lissie may not want to be shameless,
but she is certainly not insincere.
There is something organic and
authentic about her voice that draws
the listener in while maintaining a
sense of anticipation. At times her
sound is raw, but refined. It is not
the autotuned mass produced pop
heard on many radio stations, but
at the same time it is not so obscure

that it cannot be enjoyed by many.
Standout tracks include “Further
Away (Romance Police)” which asks,
“Does anyone love anyone anymore
/ Does anyone love anyone anymore
/ Take what they want, take it and
run out the door.” Others are the
emotionally charged “Cold Fish”
and the lighter “Sleepwalking.”
The optimism of Catching a Tiger
is not absent, but the anxiety is,
resulting in a stable, centered album.
One always wonders if these
folksy, alternative hipster-types can
actually sing, or if it is all just hype.
Lissie can sing, and well at that.
Around the time she released her
first album, Lissie became a bit of a
YouTube sensation for her strippeddown covers of popular artists such
as Lady Gaga and Kid Cudi. Her
acoustic versions of her own songs
are delightful as well. She and (preSkrillex) Ellie Goulding performed a
version of “Everywhere I Go,” from
Catching a Tiger, at The Great Escape
2010. While artists such as Goulding
have rocketed to worldwide fame,
perhaps at the expense of their
originality, Lissie has not strayed
far from where she started. Back to
Forever is reflective and compliments
Catching a Tiger well. It will be
exciting to see what she comes
up with for a third album, should
she choose to make one. For those
interested in seeing her perform
live, Lissie will be at the Royale
Nightclub in Boston on Nov. 22.
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Let’s
Rant

This Week:
The Celebrities of Vine
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by Kelly Laske ’16
A&E Staff
MUSIC

PHOTO COURTESY OFamusicblogyea.com

With Facebook slowly dying out
and people always seeking out the
next best thing, it is a known fact
that a social media app’s popularity
could change at any moment. Just
a short six years ago, 13-year-old
Justin Bieber uploaded videos of
himself singing on YouTube, and is
currently traveling the world selling
out stadiums and has a net worth of
$130 million. Justin Bieber’s success
raised the question, how could
someone become so successful and
wealthy for a video they put on the
Internet? Now there is an app that
is skyrocketing normal people into
super stardom, and all it takes is
some creativity in a short six seconds.
Vine, an app owned by Twitter,
allows people to make six second
video clips and share them with
the world. Vine has made quite
a few people famous, such as
Nicholas Megalis, Jerome Jarre,
and Marcus Johns. Less than a year
ago, these people never would
have believed the attention and
success they would be getting
from an app on their iPhone.
Nicholas Megalis, 24, born and
raised in Brooklyn, New York,
went from recording a few demo
acoustic CDs to having over three
million people following him on
Vine for his bizarre comedy skits
and weird original jingles. Megalis
already has more than double
of what international superstar
Harry Styles of One Direction has.
Megalis has already starred in
Vine advertisements for Trident

and Virgin Mobile, and was even
hired by MTV to Vine backstage at
the Video Music Awards.
Jerome Jarre cannot go anywhere
anymore without being noticed or
asked for a picture. Known for his
thick French accent and giant smile,
Jarre is known for recording his
awkward encounters with random
people. With over 2.9 million
followers, Jarre is fearless when it
comes to making his Vines, from
screaming on the NYC subway
to asking people the weirdest
questions on the street, and because
of Vine, currently hangs out with
Ashton Kutcher on a daily basis.
Florida native Marcus Johns has
already shipped himself out to L.A.
because of his unbelievable success
from Vine. At just 20, Marcus Johns
has already been seen hanging with
celebrity actors and has already
surpassed 3 million followers. Johns
is famous for spending up to four
hours on a single Vine to perfect
it. His Vines are different than
both Megalis’ and Jarre’s and
gears to making fun of common
things girls and guys do every day.
So the question is, can you
consider these guys to be famous
now? To me, the answer is yes. With
each having around three million
followers, having to hide from crazy
obsessed fans, and making money
off of paid Vine advertisements
from major corporations, they can
already call themselves successful.
Although it is another form of social
media to add to our already large
bunch of accounts to keep track of,
these normal guys are providing
free entertainment and making
people laugh and smile every day.
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Providence College

Department of Theatre, Dance & Film
Presents:

Oct. 25 - 27
Nov. 1 - 3
Fri. & Sat. 8 PM
Sun. 2 PM
Angell Blackfriars Theatre
401-865-2218
www.providence.edu/theatre

The Good Doctor by Neil Simon
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October 18, 2013

525 Eaton Street
Providence, RI 02908

Lunch Special

Walk-in only 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Small Cheese Pizza..$4.99
Any 6 inch sub...........$4.99
Any salad...................$4.99
Any gangster wrap.....$4.99
Any pasta dish...........$4.99

CALL FOR FREE DELIVERY 11pm - 4am
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401-490-0000
Voted #1 Pizza by PC! Don’t
forget to mention our student
discounts!

www.BIGTONYSPIZZARI.COM
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Abandoned
by Melanie Souchet ’14
Portfolio Staff
fiction
I’ve always been interested in
abandoned places. Mental hospitals,
old homes, businesses that have
foreclosed, you name it. I’ve never
really been able to explain why.
Maybe it’s the appeal of finding a part
of history that died and trying to reassemble it. Not to mention they’re
inherently creepy, and I’ve always
been a fan of being scared.
My friends, of course, think I’m a
weirdo for this. But they went along
with my explorations, mostly because
they were all horror junkies too. In
fact, they were the ones who funded
my birthday field trip to Centralia,
Pennsylvania.

For anyone who doesn’t know,
Centralia is this ghost town that was
abandoned in the 1980s because of a
massive underground coal fire. The
fire is still going, actually. It’s so bad
that the government made it eminent
domain and condemned the entire
place. It doesn’t even have a zip code
any more, that’s how dead this place
is. In other words, it was my kind of
place.
On the first day of our trip, we got a
good look at Route 61, a road so badly
damaged that we had to walk. That
gave us a chance to admire the massive
amounts of graffiti on the road. We
resolved to leave some of our own on
the last day. Illegal, I know, but it’s not
like anyone would notice. It’d probably
be covered up by a Silent Hill reference
or a crude drawing before the month
was out.

The first rule of these expeditions
is safety. We put on respirator masks
before entering the town proper. Better
look like some kind of apocalyptic
gang than get lung problems later in
life. We also made a point of sticking
together. You didn’t want to wander
off alone and accidentally fall through
the floor or something. Of course, this
meant we had to compromise on where
to explore first, but we could live with
that. We had two more days after this.
It didn’t take us long to find a house
with the door wide open. The place
was so covered in dust that we figured
no one had been here for a while.
We decided to take a look around. It
wasn’t anything fancy, just a standard
three-bedroom two-bath house. There
wasn’t any furniture left on the first
floor, so I couldn’t tell what sort of
person lived there, but it was still an

Illustration by Casey Lynch ’14

interesting little place. However, as
we walked through the house, taking
pictures as we went, I began to feel a
little…uneasy.
Two things you should know
about me are that I don’t believe in
the supernatural, and I don’t spook
easily. If I felt this way, it meant
that something was actually there,
really watching us. I figured at worst
someone did live in this house and
hadn’t cleaned up in ages. But as we
examined the house, we found that all
the second floor furniture was gone,
too. The only sign that anyone had
been in the house was some more
graffiti. I chalked the feeling up to
being paranoid about some animal and
left the door open when we departed;
if there was a fox or something living
in there, I didn’t want to lock it in.
We came back the next day with a
video camera, intending to take some
footage for YouTube. I wanted to go
back into that first house we explored,
but when we arrived, the door was
closed. More than closed, it was
locked from the inside. There weren’t
any chains or the like on the outside
door, or any other signs that this was
the work of some government official
(which was our first thought). Still,
breaking in was out of the question, so
we just left. I was a bit disappointed.
I’d hoped to find the reason why this
house had spooked me, even if it was
just a squirrel living in the attic. I
turned around to look at it one more
time, and…well, there was something
staring out the window.
The thing is that it wasn’t just some
animal. Whatever it was, it was at the
eye-level of a human being. And they
didn’t look like animal eyes. I’ve seen a
lot of animals peering out of windows,
but this was nothing like that. I felt a
cold pit form in my stomach. I wasn’t
sure if it was fear or embarrassment that
we might have been poking around
someone’s home after all. Either way,
it wasn’t a pleasant feeling. I went to
grab my camera, to document that the
eyes were really there, but by the time
I raised it to film, the eyes were gone.
My friends were calling for me at
that point, so I didn’t stick around. I
didn’t tell them about it, either, because
I couldn’t explain what I’d seen. This
was the first time that had happened
to me.
To this day, I don’t know if that was
a resident of Centralia, a squatter, or
my mind playing tricks on me. I still
don’t believe in the paranormal—
shocking, I know. But in a way, I’m
not sure I want an answer. It would
either be too terrifying or too mundane
to suit me. Some things are best left
unknown.
If you ever happen to go to Centralia,
and find graffiti of two eyes watching
from a window on Route 61, that was
my contribution. A memorial to my
unexplainable friend.
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by Justin Fernandez ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor

by Mason Sciotti ’15
Portfolio Co-Editor

poetry

poetry

I wish I never set my eyes upon
The City of Deliverance. With walls
Of light, its hosts of truth fought fast against
My wily night. And at the end I knelt,
With eyes downcast and humble heart, to see.
That now there’s no excuse; no sweet refuse.
I wish I never set my eyes upon
The vultures in the sky. They nested on
The carcass and they bathed in spattered blood.
I rubbed my eyes and turned away. But still
They haunt my dreams and threaten lest I stray.
I wish I never set my eyes upon
The gift of selfless love; the Love that moves
The sun and all the other stars. So now
I cannot keep my lover trapped within
The prison of my selfish, stubborn ways.
I wish I never set my eyes upon
The adder in the grass; The silent killer
In shadows lurking fast. The rabbit blind
To piercing venom fangs beside her neck
…A violent stir I wish could be unseen.
But if there was one thing I would undo,
I’d give my life to love and loving truth.
I’d choose a side and fight the war, instead
Of living like there was no war to lose.
The price to pay has left my soul abused.

Illustration by Casey Lynch ’14

I wish I never set my eyes upon
The stars that shimmer brightly in the sky.
For now I stare at them, and now I long
To leave the terra firma and to fly.

Two writers,
one line:
I Wish I Never Set
My Eyes Upon

I wish I never set my eyes upon
The waterlilies wading in the stream.
To be a big fish in a little pond,
Is that not how the goldfish also dream?
I wish I never set my eyes upon
The things my father said were far too cruel
For children's eyes, for I've not yet grown up,
Sans floaties, I've been thrown into the pool.
I wish I never set my eyes upon
Those things that God has deemed too high for me.
For who am I to disobey His law?
Feign omnipotence, and eat from Tree?
I wish I never set my eyes upon
A pen, or better yet a letter, still
Acquiesce I must to what I'm called
That Emerson and Nature did so will.
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There is Always Hope
by Francisco Oller ’16
Guest Portfolio Writer

Wrong Moments to Tune into Conversation
1.

I was so close.

2.

Don't tell her I said that.

3.

He cheated on her first.

4.

So that's the last time I create an online dating
account.

5.

It wasn't that bad, I only needed five stitches.

6.

It scared the crap out of me, I thought there was a
homeless woman in the corner.

7.

Airports are very strange places.

8.

And I was like, "Can you do that in a church?"

9.

And then he was up in a tree and she was screaming...

10.

So wait, you're pregnant if there's a pink line?

11.

...And then I had to pull it from the toilet.

12.

And that's what I did with this week's Cowl.

poetry

The feeling of being alone or forgotten
Is the worst feeling
Any human can feel
People think they are alone
But they never are
Because if you manage
To impact someone’s heart
They will always
Remember you in their hearts

What You Call Your Socks
by Amanda Brown ’14
Portfolio Staff
poetry

I forgot Idaho was a state,
And that it takes about as long to take a shower,
As it does to have sex.
When Greek Mythology ruled the world,
Tambourines became our pets.
Lamplight streams to the bottom of the neighbor’s swimming pool
Where feral foxes breed.
David Foster Wallace probably knew his name
Was infinitely long.
He knew Rapunzel got her secrets from Victoria
And in the epilogue they flew into a sky
Of Garnier Fructis.
The end full stop.

Tiffany & Earl

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

Dear Neglected and Ignored,
As
someone
with
experience (duh), I’m going
to be honest with you: for a
woman, hell hath no fury like
a man bent on a sport.
That being said, you will not be able to
beat this game, sweetie, so don’t even try to.
Instead, think of all of the perks of sports life.
Nothing is sexier than an athlete, so hike up
your short shorts, roll up some knee socks,
braid some ribbons in your hair, and get your
Friar on.
Just think, you can look sporty-chic, get your
heart racing, bond with your man, and even
play the role of a cheerleader, flaunting your
man’s number and simultaneously rubbing
it in the noses of all the basic biddies on your
floor that you are dating the smoking hot
frosh with the bangin’ bod on the frisbee team.
You’ll make him happy by feigning interest in
his interest, and you’ll look and feel hot doing
so…a win-win for both you and your beau. So
grab his disc, and hop to! He will be forced to
pay attention!
XOXO,

This Week:
Wanna Throw Some
Disc, Bro?
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
My boyfriend, a.k.a. the super sexy freshman frisbee recruit, ditches me every day to "practice." He says on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights he has to practice with
the team, but then on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he ditches
me to go "throw some disc" with his roommates on the
quad. The few times we do see each other, he has his face
buried in YouTube's top ten frisbee moments and U.S.A.
Ultimate Magazine. When I asked him why he can't take a
few minutes to spend some time with me, he said he's got
to stay in "top form" for those frisbee tournaments (that I'm
NOT invited to) on weekends. I've tried everything I can
to get his attention, but now I'm all out of ideas. What do I
do?
Sincerely,
Neglected and Ignored

Dear Miss Getting-Cheatedon-By-a-Loser-Frisbee-Player,
Let's address the elephant
in the paper: you are being
cheated on by a frisbee player.
While you are profusely
crying, ask yourself this; can
your life get any worse?
The answer is no. In the sports world,
frisbee might be the least manly sport, just
above badminton. The fact that he wanders
should make you take a long hard look in the
mirror and ask yourself if you really are that
attractive and cool as you once perceived.
My sense is that you are. You seem loyal.
But your loyalties were given to the definition
of loser. I can see you as the ultra hot girl who
for reasons beyond me, agrees to be a part of
the latest Adam Sandler box office stinker.
My personal advice is that you start looking
for guys worth your time. Go for a baseball
player, football player, or hockey player. These
are athletes who deserve your time. They play
actual sports which require actual skill, and
perhaps most importantly for you, are actually
considered sexy. What is better than a hockey
boy skating furiously down the ice and body
slamming another man into the glass? The
barbaric nature of this is more attractive than
anything.
Alas, these players tend to wander quicker
than a blind and deaf puppy. And if you’re
having trouble keeping a frisbee, player these
muscled studs may be out of your league.
So, I have one last piece of advice. Why not
try a mustached newspaper advice columnist,
one whose name rhymes with “pearl?”
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RED DOOR REALTY

The BEST and the SAFEST off campus locations on Eaton Street

WHO:

We are two of the most respected and experienced
landlords in the area, having rented to two generatons and thousands of Providence College students.

WHAT:

We have the 2nd largest inventory of Off Campus
Housing within the Providence College Community.

WHEN:

We have owned properties on Eaton Street since the
1980s, meaning before you were even born!

WHERE:

We have eight great houses right on Eaton Street
located between the lower gate and Huxley Avenue.
We are also on Pembroke, Radcliffe, and Tyndall Avenues.

WHY:

We believe our reputation is much more important
than our size, that earning your respect is far more
important than just taking your money, an that integrity is infinitely more important than empty promises.

RED DOOR REALTY is your best choice when look-

ing for Off Campus Housing. We have GREAT houses, the
bery BEST locations, and very, very REASONABLE rents.
And there’s no “you have to commit now or I’m going to give
it to another group” pressure. Take your time, look around,
and compare houses and make the right choice. You’ll not
only find a better house, you’ll even save a great deal of money!

401-219-1425
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R U M O R S A R E N O T T R U E ...

THE HOUSES WITH THE IRISH NAMES

GALWAY

EDENDERRY

LIMERICK

133 Pinehurst Avenue

98-100 Eaton Street

29 Huxley Avenue

CASTLEBAR

TIPPERARY

TOLLAMORE

127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

CLAREMORRIS

KILLARNEY

94-96 EATON STREET

93 Pinehurst Avenue

It's not too late to reserve
one of the Irish Houses
f o r y o u r S e n i o r Ye a r.
Stan Kizlinski



Cell/Text 401-316-8457



Email skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com

Sports

Black Pack Looks To Regain Winning Form
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Rugby Takes on Bentley Friday at 7 on the New Turf

by Patrick Shea ’14
Sports Staff
rugby
It has certainly been an interesting two
weeks for the Black Pack. Three weeks
back, the Pack had come from Stonehill
College after a close match that finally
ended in a 14-13 loss. The Black Pack then
traveled to Bryant University on Oct. 12,
and after another hard-fought match,
the Black Pack was handed a loss with a
score of 17-7. The only score was made by
Taylor Motta ’14, and the conversion was
made by captain Mat Benedetto ’14 to put
the only points the Pack would get on the
board.

The Black Pack bounced back with
another nail-biter against Southern
Connecticut State University on its brand
new turf facility, defeating the Southern
Owls 7-5. Graduate student Dan Amen
’13, enjoying his last year of eligibility for
collegiate rugby on the Black Pack, scored
the Pack’s first points on the new pitch.
After this score, Benedetto put a boot
to the ball to add the conversion which
became key in the team’s victory this past
weekend.
This has been a rough season for the
Black Pack, and these past few matches
reflect that. Although there are still two
more matches left in the regular season, it
looks like the Black Pack may be hanging

Who Will Win the World Series?

Red Sox

Cardinals

up their boots early in preparation for
the spring season this year, and senior
captain Benedetto has some things to say
in regards to the team this year.
“It’s been a tough year after so many
seniors graduated as well as our home
field being under construction for most
of the season, but we have been able to
overcome a lot of challenges this year.
There are a lot of young, talented players
that have stepped up to fill important
roles for us. I’m proud of how well we
have handled the adversity we’ve faced.
It’s brought us together and we’re a better
team and a stronger program because of
it. I’m happy to be able to finish my final
season knowing I’ve helped these younger

In the

players grow and learn to understand
the game of rugby and love playing this
game the way I always have. I’m proud
to have been a part of this program and I
am honored to have been named captain
of this team. After I graduate, I know I
will keep the relationships I have made
with the players on this team and the
experiences I have had playing at PC for
the past four years with me forever.”
The Black Pack will play Bentley
University this Friday at 7:30 p.m. under
the lights of the new pitch, and if the lights
are not finished by then, the match will
be moved to Saturday at around noon.
Bentley is currently one of the top two
teams in the Rugby Northeast conference.

Spotlight

Women’s Ice Hockey: The Lady Friars have started the season with a
record of 3-3, splitting every two game series that they have played so far.
In their most recent series against Syracuse, they won the first game 2-1 and
dropped the second 4-1. In the victory, Janine Weber ’14G and Corinne Buie
’14 both scored goals while goaltender Sarah Bryant ’16 out-dueled Syracuse
goaltender Kallie Billadeau ’14.
Men’s Ice Hockey: The Men’s Ice Hockey Team has started the season
undefeated, moving up from 14th to eighth in the Division I rankings in
the process. The team decimated American International College in their
most recent game, scoring 10 goals in the game. Through three games Mark
Jankowski ’16 and Ross Mauermann ’15 are tied for the team lead in goals
with three apiece. The team will look to move up farther in the rankings with
a weekend two-game home series against No. 3 University of Miami (OH).

Entering the World Series, the Sox
and Cardinals are statistically quite
equivalent. During the regular season
both proved themselves the best in
baseball, each finishing first place in
their league with identical regular
season records of 97-65. The postseason has shown similar results.
Both teams have relied on their
pitching staffs to carry them as
their offenses have struggled. The
Cardinals’ ERA for the post-season is
an impressive 2.34 with the Red Sox
close behind at 3.05, and while the Red
Sox completed the LCS series with a
team batting average of .202 and four
home runs, the Cardinals finished at
.211 with two home runs. From these
stats it seems like the World Series will
be determined by pitching and a few
good swings of the bat.
Although the Cardinals’ pitching
has more depth than that of the Detroit
Tigers, the Red Sox lineup is not to be
overlooked. Although the averages may
be low, the hits that the Red Sox did get
were clutch in the previous series against
Sanchez, Scherzer, and Verlander, with
three of their four homeruns either tying
or winning the game.
As the Red Sox head toward game
one with home field advantage, they
carry a magical and momentous
atmosphere created from two welltimed grand slams by David Ortiz and
Shane Victorino, which will play a large
role in the series. The bearded Boston
strong squad led by veterans like Ortiz
and Pedroia will leave everything they
have on the field to make this series a
repeat of 2004.

Attending college in the heart
of New England, this Yankee fan
probably should not be writing that
he does not want the Red Sox to win
the World Series. Luckily, I do not
think they will.
The better team does not always
win in the playoffs; rather it is the
team who is playing better at the time.
The Red Sox defeated the Tigers in six
games. The Cardinals dominated the
Dodgers.
Boston only came alive at home
after the seventh inning when the
bases were loaded. In the deciding
game of the NLCS, St. Louis made
Clayton Kershaw, arguably the best
pitcher in baseball, look like a
struggling minor league prospect.
Also, besides scoring seven runs on
the former Cy Young winner, the
Cardinals shut out the Dodgers twice
and have a 2.34 ERA this post season.
Only three players for the Sox are
batting above .300 this post season
and as a team they have a .236 average.
That will not be very affective against
a staff with a 0.98 WHIP this post
season and a .207 opponents average.
In Boston’s defense, their staff has
posted a 3.05 ERA in the playoffs, but
pitching wins championships and
currently St. Louis has better pitching.
See? This author has no bias:
only facts (cough, cough —27 World
Championships). This writer will be
very unhappy if he is trapped in Sox
country during the celebrating, but
right now, he believes he can wear his
Jeter jersey safely this winter.

-Michael Humphreys ’15

-Bryan Blum ’17

Men’s Soccer: The Men’s Soccer Team has cooled off a bit after their
undefeated early season start. The team traveled to Chicago on Oct. 12 and
earned a grind out 1-0 double overtime victory over DePaul University. In
the victory, Manny Andrade ’16 scored the game winner in the 107th minute.
After the marathon match the team traveled back home to face a nationally
ranked opponent in Marquette, losing 1-0 on a goal late in the second half.
Women’s Soccer: The Lady Friars currently sit at 5-8-3 after 16 games this
season. Catherine Zimmerman ’16 and Kathryn Hiller ’16 lead the team in
both goals and points at this point in the season. Zimmerman has five goals
and 14 points in 15 games while Hiller has five goals and 13 points in 12 games.
The team will look to boost their record in their final two games, which are
in-conference road games against Marquette and Villanova.
Field Hockey: The Women’s Field Hockey Team has had a very mixed
season in terms of results. After losing two straight games at the start of
October the team has rallied back with two straight victories to put their
record at an even 7-7. In their most recent win, the team dominated Vermont
to a tune of 6-0. On the Friars’ senior day, three players, Adrienne Houle ’17,
Brittany Ross ’14, and Kaleigh FitzPatrick ’15, each had two goals. The team
has four games left in its regular season to try to finish above .500.
Women’s Cross Country: In the most recent Division I rankings, the
Providence Women’s Cross Country team has dropped to fourth. This is the
first time all season that the team has dropped out of the number one spot.
This drop comes after the team’s third place finish at the Wisconsin Adidas
Invitational. The team will look to gain ground in the polls in their next race,
the CCSU Mini Meet in New Britain, Conn..

In the

News

Big East Athletes of the Week: Both the Men and Women’s Cross Country
Teams have a strangle hold on the Big East Athlete of the Week positions for
the week of Oct. 22. Emily Sisson ’14 won the award for her performance
at the Wisconsin Adidas Invitational, where she placed second out of 288
runners. Shane Quinn ’15 won the award for the opposite gender, placing
ninth overall on the men’s side of the Wisconsin race.

THERE’S
ONLY ONE
HASHTAG.
#GOFRIARS
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Men’s Basketball
Ready for the Moment

PHOTO COURTESY OF friarblog.com

by James Kirby ’15
Sports Staff
basketball
“Our program isn’t ready for
that moment yet.” It was what a
disappointed yet proud Ed Cooley
had to say following a 61-44 loss to
Cincinnati in the Big East Tournament
last season which crushed any hope
the “on the bubble” Men’s Basketball
Team had of sneaking into the NCAA
Tournament. Entering his third year as
head coach of the Friars and signing a
long term contract in April, Cooley is
undoubtedly under a lot of pressure to
bring his team to a new level this season
and prepare them for “that moment.”
Last season was a rollercoaster for fans
who saw early losses to underdogs
Brown and DePaul, and then
convincing wins against Notre Dame
and Villanova, both of which made
the NCAA Tournament. The Friars’
performance late last year is reason
enough to have a bright outlook for the
2013-2014 season, but the team added
some key pieces that will keep its core
intact.
Arguably the most prominent of
these pieces is the newfound depth.

The amount of suits outnumbered the
amount of jerseys on the bench last
season, and after what felt like a long
year of sitting out, transfers Carson
Desrosiers ’15 and Tyler Harris ’16
will be able to contribute this year.
Desrosiers, measuring in at 7’0, will be a
force on defense while complementing
Kadeem Batts ’14. Harris is being
labeled as a potential game changer
due to his basketball IQ and offensive
efficiency. It is no question that the
Friars will run their offense through the
defending Big East scoring leader Bryce
Cotton ’14, and co-winner of the Big
East Most Improved Player Kadeem
Batts ’14, but Harris could provide
another weapon as well as open more
shots for the rest of the team.
The new guys are not bad either.
Brandon Austin ’17 has been described
as an “effortless” scorer, and could
potentially be the Big East Rookie
of the Year according to CBS college
basketball insider Jon Rothstein.
Rodney Bullock ’17 is another big body
that aims to help LaDontae Henton
’15 on the boards. The Friars played
multiple games last year with, at times,
as little as seven players, and went the
entire year with just eight scholarship
players. This year will be a different

story.
The intangibles of every team, such
as leadership and chemistry, should
not be a cause for concern. Kris Dunn
’16 is more than prepared to take over
sole graduate Vincent Council’s court
leadership. Dunn’s development on
the court was obvious last season.
Dunn has potential to be a doubledouble threat every night. He is also
a lockdown defender, so even on
nights he is struggling to score or
distribute, Dunn will play a crucial
role on this team.
Some have said Henton suffered
a “sophomore slump” last year. If
leading the team in rebounds while
averaging a cool 13.2 points a game
is considered underachieving, then
the Friars will be pretty content to
see another “disappointing” season.
Going into his junior year, Henton
will have to be a leader on this team as
well. “Guys like Kadeem and Cotton
mentored me to be a better leader,
and that’s what I am now,” said
Henton. Cotton and Batts, entering
their last season in a Friar uniform,
both made it clear that they are ready
to lead the Friars and set the example
for the younger players.
One of the biggest stories of the

past year or so in sports was the Big
East shuffle. The Big East saw the
departures of seven teams with the
addition of Creighton, Xavier, and
Butler. The fewer amount of teams
allows the addition of a home game
against each team. Statistically, the
Friars have struggled while on the
road, so to have all of these home
games is comforting to Coach Cooley
who firmly believes that “The Dunk’s”
atmosphere can influence any game.
Overall, Providence is expected to
finish middle of the pack by most
rankings. However, last season’s team
proved that pre-season rankings mean
nothing.
The team finished last year on a
high, reaching the third round of the
NIT Tournament before losing to
Baylor, a team that made the Elite Eight
twice in the past three years. Friar fans
should be excited for the upcoming
year in the wide open and new Big
East. Returning key players and added
talent and lengthy depth is the formula
for a special season. As Cotton, Batts,
and Cooley put it: “The sky is the
limit.” The goal is the NCAAs for this
team. With two years under his belt,
Cooley seems to have his team ready
for “that moment.”

Projected Starting Lineup:

PHOTO COURTESY OFbleacherreport.com

Bryce Cotton SG
Kris Dunn PG
Kadeem Batts C
LaDontae Henton PF
Tyler Harris F
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Women's Basketball
not just competitive
by Joey Ciccarello ’16
Sports Staff
basketball
Friday begins the second year
of the Susan Robinson era at
Providence College, and the future
is definitely bright for the Women’s
Basketball Team. The Friars are
seeded in the role of the underdog,
picked to finish just eighth in the
new 10-team Big East conference.
Friendly reminder to all Friar fans,
however: Coach Cooley’s 2012-13
squad was picked to finish last, and
they surprised everybody. Look for
Robinson’s much-improved squad
to do the same.
Robinson’s squad has many bright
spots, including acknowledged
All-Big East performer, captain,
and guard Tori Rule ’15. Rule
is the Friars’ leading returning
scorer, having averaged 14.4 points
per game last year, second to
Symone Roberts ’13, who has since
graduated. In addition, Rule also
chipped in 3.9 rebounds, 1.3 assists,
and 1.2 steals per game, showing

that she is a well-rounded player
who will help lead the Friars all
season. She ended her season
with a career-high in points (35)
during an opening round Big
East tournament game against
Georgetown. In that game, Rule
set both a Big East tournament and
a Providence College single- game
record with 10 three point field
goals.
Joining Rule as team captain this
fall is guard Danielle Pearson ’14,
another important contributing
force to Coach Robinson’s team.
Pearson averaged 4.6 points
in 19.4 minutes per game last
season, playing in all 30 games
for the Friars. In a Friars.com
press release, Robinson said, that
“Tori and DeeDee [Danielle] have
shown tremendous growth, not
only as basketball players, but
more importantly as people. They
are maturing in front of our eyes
and it’s really nice to watch … they
served as positive mentors for our
newcomers and I appreciate that.”
It is not just Rule and Pearson
who will help pace the Friars this

year. Other returning contributors
include Alexis Harris ’15, Chanise
Baldwin ’15, and Evi Iiskola ’16.
These three will most likely join Rule
and Pearson as top contributors and
starters for the Friars this season.
Harris, a forward from Detroit,
appeared in 29 games, starting in
10, and averaged 6.1 points and 5.4
rebounds per game for the Friars.
Baldwin, who started in 21 games
and appeared in 22, also anchors the
frontcourt, pulling in six rebounds
per game and averaging 4.9 points.
Rounding out a solid frontcourt is
Iiskola, a sophomore from Finland,
who averaged 5.5 points per game as
well as 3.9 rebounds per game. She
also shot an exceptional 81 percent
from the free throw line, and shot
36.4 percent from three point range.
Robinson pulled in a solid six
player recruiting class in her first full
recruiting campaign as head coach.
Joining the Friars are four freshman
and two transfers. Guards Monalisa
Mendes ’17, Miranda Simpson ’17,
and Sarah Beal ’17 will provide solid
contributions out of the frontcourt,
and Monroe Community College

transfer Karin Robinson ’15 will
help to do the same. The forwards
joining the team are Charlotte
transfer Shequana Harris ’16, who
averaged 1.7 points in 17 games,
and Aliyah Miller ’17. All look to be
instant contributors for the Friars,
who look to add depth after having
just a seven to eight player rotation
last season.
Rounding out the roster is
forward Annie Russian ’15, also a
member of the Women’s Volleyball
Team, and guard Nikki Turcotte
’14. There is plenty of promise for
the Friars this year, and they look
to have improved depth, scoring
punch and results from last year’s
disappointing season. They tip off
on Oct. 26 with a scrimmage against
Assumption College, and then
open the season at UMass-Lowell
on Nov. 9. The home opener comes
just three days later, in an all-Rhode
Island battle against Bryant on Nov.
12. Notable home games include
a date against bitter rival Boston
College on Dec. 29, and a game with
pre-season Big East favorite DePaul
on Feb. 1.

2013-2014 Roster

PHOTO COURTESY OF Pinterest

0

Sarah Beal

Fr.

2

Nikki Turcotte

Sr.

3

Shequana Harris

So.

10

Danielle Pearson

Sr.

13

Tori Rule

Jr.

14

Miranda Simpson

Fr.

15

Chanise Baldwin

Jr.

21

Karin Robinson

Jr.

22

Aliyah Miller

Fr.

30

Evi Iiskola

So.

32

Annie Russian

Jr.

42

Alexis Harris

Jr.

44

Monalisa Mendes

Fr.
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Men's Ice Hockey

A Season that Will Be Remembered
by Chris Szimanski ’14
Staff Writer
Hockey
There is a certain luxury to
watching a couple of games before
writing a preview to the season for a
sports team. The Providence College
Men’s Hockey Team proved that
they are deserving of a pre-season
ranking of 14th in the nation with
an impressive start to the season.
The Friars were able to open the
newly renovated Schneider Arena in
style with a pair of convincing wins
against a very talented Minnesota
State team. The Mavericks not only
brought their 11th-ranked team in
the nation to Friartown, but also
last year’s WCHA rookie of the year
Stephon Williams ’16. The Friars
proved that no matter how talented
a net minder may be, it is impossible
to win if you do not score, and Friar
Jon Gillies ’16 proved too tough for
the Mavericks.
By outscoring the Mavericks 8-1 in
the two game sweep, the Friars once
again showed their depth as much as

they have in the first two years under
Nate Leaman. Anthony Florentino
’17 and Conor MacPhee ’17 each
scored their first collegiate goals on
Saturday, and Mark Jankowski ’16
and John Gilmour ’16 each scored a
pair of goals on Friday to pace the
offense. The Friars have an extremely
young team, with only three seniors
drawing into the lineup thus far in
the season. The underclassmen will
be vital to the success of this team,
none more important than Gillies.
The Friars have a weekend series
looming at the end of October with
a pair of home games against topranked Miami (OH) Redhawks.
The team will come into this series
with a series sweep over a possible
trap team, American International
College. Sacred Heart proved that
no matter the matchup, upsets are
always possible in college hockey.
Sacred Heart, a team that won just
two games last season, beat topranked UMass-Lowell 2-1 to open
the season.
Following the series with Miami,
the Friars will open the ever-difficult
Hockey East schedule of play. The
Friars are picked to finish fifth in
the league, but a strong season will

no doubt leave the team poised for
another deep run in the Hockey East
playoffs, and a spot in the NCAA
tournament is by no means out of
reach for this squad.
It is important to note that this
is finally a roster predominantly
composed of Leaman recruits. This
allows him to play the system that
he has proven changes a collegiate
hockey program, shown in the
turnaround of the Union program.
A vital change from a year ago
is the defense’s desire to shoot the
puck. It is very obvious watching a
game that the power play now runs
through the points rather than the
goal line as it has in recent years.
This allows better puck movement
and open shots for all five attacking
players on the ice.
Coach Leaman made it clear that
the defense’s improvement with the
puck was a focus coming into this
season. “With all of our defensive
corps, we’re trying to improve
our stick skill with the puck. John
Gilmour ’16 and Tom Parisi ’16 were
the first two guys who were trying
to help us out in that area. (Gilmour
is) very skilled, [and] reads the plays
well,” he said.

This should result in an increase
in scoring from the blue line. In
the opening series, the defensemen
contributed three goals and two
assists, just under a third of the
points scored by the team. The
defense’s ability to chip in on the
offensive side of the ice is important,
as the Friars rely on balanced scoring
from more than one dominant line.
The Friars have a very strong
leadership group to fall back on,
both on and off the ice. Defensemen
Steven Shamanski ’14 and Kevin
Hart ’14 will serve as co-captains
for the season. Forwards Derek
Army ’14 and Ross Mauermann ’15
will serve as alternate captains for
this season. These four players have
earned the right to wear the letters of
leadership.
Strong
leadership,
freshman
stability, and defensive contributions
are all key to the Friars’ success this
season and if the first weekend of the
season is any indication, the team is
destined for a season to remember.
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Women’s Ice Hockey
Gunning for Hockey East
by Veronica Lippert ’15
Staff Writer
Hockey
The Providence College Women’s
Ice Hockey Team opened play early
this month, looking for a return
to form after last year’s transition
season. With a young team and
uneven play on both ends of the ice,
the Friars went 15-16-5 during the
2012-2013 season. So far this season,
the Friars have registered one win
over a ranked opponent, No. 10
Mercyhurst, but have still seen
inconsistent play, putting them at
3-3-0 for the season.
The Friars scored goals in
bunches last season, finishing the
season ranked ninth in the nation
for team offense. This season
Providence returns most of their
key players from last year. Four
of last year’s double-digit point
scorers, Haley Frade ’15, Molly
Illikainen ’16, Corinne Buie ’14, and
Beth Hanrahan ’15 have returned,
notching up at least one goal
already this year. Corinne Buie ’14
has picked up where she left off
last year, with six points through
six games, and Cassidy Carels ’17 is
setting up for a break-out freshman
year with three goals so far this
season.
Providence remains a young
team with a roster of predominantly
sophomores and juniors. Now with
increased responsibilities, these
young players will have to take the
next step. Head Coach Bob Deraney
has been encouraged by what he
has seen from the team so far “I’ve
seen a lot of our players who played
secondary roles last year really step
up and come back ready to make
significant contributions to our
team this year.”

Providence has the offensive
firepower to rival any school in
the NCAA, but it is the other end
of the ice that is questionable.
Traditionally a defensive minded
team, Providence was uneven in
their own zone last season. Now in
their second season following the
graduation of standout goaltender
Genevieve Lacasse ’12, the Friars are
still adjusting. “We’ve got a battle
on our hands,” Deraney said of his
goaltending situation. “We’re still
waiting for someone to step up and
take the position.”
Sarah Bryant ’16 and Nina Riley
’14 split starts in goal last season,
and while both had flashes of
brilliance neither were able to find
consistency. The competition for the
starting job has continued into this
season as both Bryant and Riley have
made starts, while Allie Morse ’16
has played in relief as well. “We are
looking for one of our goalies to step
up,” Deraney said, “And we have all
the confidence in the world that one
of them will.”
The other consideration for this
season is that it is an Olympic year.
The Olympics are the great equalizer
of women’s hockey as the best players
in the NCAA will spend most of the
season with their respective national
teams. “The Olympic year changes
everything,” Deraney said. Each of
last year’s top three finishers in the
Hockey East will be missing one of
their best players, which should
open up a conference that last season
saw a stark divide between the top
teams and the rest of the conference.
The Friars will have a potent
offense, and if they can shore up
their
defensive
inconsistencies
they should be a contender for the
conference title.

2013-2014 Roster

1

Nina Riley

2

Maggie Pendleton

3

Sr.

15

Lexi Slattery

So.

Sr.

16

Brittany Thunstrom So.

Ariana Buxman

Fr.

17

Brooke Simpson

Jr.

4

Liv Halvorson

Fr.

18

Arianna Reid

Fr.

5

Courtney Kukowski So.

19

Suzie Lundeen

Jr.

7

Rebecca Morse

Sr.

21

Haley Frade

Jr.

8

Lexi Romanchuk

So.

22

Kendra Goodrich

Fr.

9

Stephanie Demars

Sr.

26

Allison Micheletti

Jr.

10

Molly Illikainen

So.

27

Sarah Bryant

So.

11

Corinne Buie

Sr.

28

Beth Hanrahan

Jr.

12

Janine Weber

Gs.

29

Cassidy Carels

Fr.

14

Victoria Virtue

Jr.

31

Allie Morse

So.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Sarah Wacik ’15
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Running the Show
by Sarah Wacik ’15
Sports Staff
track
The Providence College Track and
Field Team will seek to continue its
dominance this winter during Head
Coach Ray Treacy’s 30th season. At
the end of the summer, the Women’s
Cross Country Team was selected as
the Division I pre-season favorite to
win a National Championship and
began the season ranked first.
The two most noted Friars on the
women’s track and field team are
Laura Nagel ’14 and Emily Sisson
’14. As juniors, both runners led PC
to great success throughout the 20122013 school year. During the spring
season, Nagel and Sisson received the
Big East Athlete of the Week honors.
In addition, they were also named
to the All-Big East Team, a result of
first-place performances at the 2013
Big East Championships. Last winter,
Sisson’s performance at the NCAA
Division I Championship earned her

All-America Second Team honors. At
the meet she notched a ninth-place
finish in the 5,000 meters.
PC will also rely on other veteran
members including Caitlin Abelseth
’15, Shelby Greany ’14G, and Jackie
McCarthy ’14. Greany was a member
of the distance medley relay team
that came in first and broke the
meet record at the New England
Championship in Boston. At the same
indoor event, she also finished first in
the 3,000 meters. Abelseth was a key
member of the distance medley relay
team that recorded a sixth-place finish
at the Big East Championships last
February. In addition, she helped the
distance medley team place first at the
URI Invitational.
McCarthy competed in the 800
meters at the Columbia Final Chance
Meet and secured a 16th place finish.
At the New England Championships,
she recorded a personal best with a
time of 2:12.41 in the 1,000 meters and
eventually went on to finish second in
the finals.
PC’s cross country team has already

given its fans a taste of what to expect
this winter. The team has won the
Stony Brook Invitational, the Boston
College Invitational, and finished
in third at the Wisconsin Adidas
Invitational so far.
In addition to the women’s squad,
the men’s team was ranked fifth in the
northeast for its pre-season NCAA
Cross Country rankings, and hopes to
see some of its runners thrive during
the indoor track season. PC will rely
on some strong contributions from
Shane Quinn ’15, Harvey Dixon ’16,
and Julian Oakley ’16.
Quinn was one of PC’s top
performers during the 2012-2013
season, and hopes to be a leader for
the Friars again this winter season.
At the Big East Championships in
February, Quinn finished first in the
5,000 meters and earned All-Big East
honors for his effort. He also emerged
victorious in the 3,000 meter race at
the New England Championships.
During the indoor track season,
Dixon finished fourth in the one
mile run at both the Columbia Final

Chance Meet and the New England
Championships. In the 3,000 meter
event, Dixon notched a 13th place
finish at the Big East Championships
and was also a member of the distance
medley team that came in third.
Oakley was one of the notable
freshmen performers last winter as
well. He secured a sixth-place finish
in the one mile run and recorded a
personal best time of 4:06.01 at the
Columbia Final Chance Meet. Oakley
finished in second in this race at the
Big East Championship.
This 2013-2014 winter season, the
men’s and women’s teams will look
to build upon great performances
from last year. Some of the main
events for the team this season will
be the Big East Championships in
New York on Feb. 21-22 and the New
England Championships on Feb. 28
and March 1. The team will officially
begin their season on Dec. 6 at the
Fordham Quad.
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Swimming and Diving
Year of Redemption

by Billy O’Brien ’17
Sports Staff
swimming
Following the Men’s and Women’s
last-place finishes at the 2013 Big East
Championships, the Swimming and
Diving Teams are excited to strengthen
their programs this 2013-2014 season.
Captains Connor Lui ’14 and Andrew
St. Pierre ’14 lead the Men’s Team,
which works to “[lay] the base for what
[it hopes] will be a great championship
season,” according to Head Coach John
O’Neill. Kathleen Degnan ’14, Kelly
Hall ’14, and Kimberly Hall ’14 lead
the Women’s Team and work hard to
continue the program’s success. The
season kicks off on Oct. 18 with the
New England Catholic Invitational at
Boston College.
The men’s program is on the rise
according to Zach McKeown ’14, who
says, “Recruiting has been improving
and practices have become more
intense.” The team of 25 consists of 11
freshmen and only six seniors. While
this year’s squad has what it takes to
compete at the top of the Big East, the

program has also laid the foundation
for future success through its young
roster. On behalf of the Men’s Team,
O’Neill says, “We have added talent
and depth to our roster and that has
motivated everyone to work hard to
improve. The team is thrilled with the
new Big East and we look forward to
our Championships in February.”
The men’s success this year largely
relies on the performance of its many
returning swimmers who had strong
2012-2013 seasons. Last season, Justin
Tse ’15 earned first-place finishes in the
400m Freestyle at Bryant University,
the 500y Freestyle at Boston College,
and the 200m IM, 500y Freestyle, and
200y Freestyle at Brandeis University.
John Fatigati ’15 earned first-place
finishes in the 200m Backstroke and
200m IM at Bryant University, the
100y Backstroke, 200y Backstroke, and
200y IM at the Coast Guard Academy,
the 400y IM at Boston College,
the 800m Medley Freestyle, 100m
Butterfly, 200y IM, 400y IM, and 200y
Backstroke at Brandeis University,
the 200m Backstroke and 200m IM
at the University of Maine, and the

100m Backstroke at Holy Cross.
Other noteworthy performers include
captains Lui and St. Pierre, as well as
Kenny Savage ’14. Head Coach O’Neill
also applauds the efforts of this year’s
newcomers and believes that many of
them could stand out this season.
The Women’s Team consists of
eight freshmen, six sophomores,
seven juniors, and eight seniors. Last
season, the women maintained a
well-balanced attack in which no one
performer seemed to carry a heavier
weight. Similar trends may appear this
year as the team hopes to continuously
improve and strengthen so that it can
become a leading team in the Big East.
This season, O’Neill believes that both
the veterans and the newcomers will
contribute to the women’s continued
success.
Women’s swimming and diving
returns many strong performers who
can steer the team to success this
season. Senior captain Kelly Hall
earned first-place finishes last year in
the 400y IM at Bryant University, the
200m Freestyle at Brandeis University,
and the 200m IM at Boston College.

Leia Federiconi ’15, whose successes
increased as the 2012-2013 season
progressed, earned first-place finishes
in the 200m IM at Brandeis, the 100m
and 200m Breaststrokes at the Coast
Guard Academy, the 200y IM at
Wesleyan University, and the 100m
and 200m Breaststrokes at Holy Cross.
The return of Jillian Mullany ’14,
Moira James ’15, and Kelly O’Neill ’15
will also help the Friars, who rely on
a balanced distribution of points from
many swimmers and divers.
The newly realigned Big
East conference should increase
Providence’s strength as a competitor.
With veteran leadership and a strong
incoming class, the Friars have
promising teams. As O’Neill states,
the final goal this season is to come out
on top at the Big East Championships
in February.

Players to Watch
Maggie Pendleton
Maggie Pendleton ’14 will be key
to the Friars’ success this season.
Pendleton is the anchor of the Friars’
defense that was inconsistent last
year; consistency in their own zone
will make or break the Friars’ season
this year. With a goalie situation that,
six games into the season, is still not
settled, consistent defense will be
important. Traditionally a top-tier
defensive team, Providence is looking
for a return to form this season and
will lean on their few seniors to get
there.
Pendleton registers a significant
amount of time on the ice and plays
on both the power play and penalty
kill units for Providence. She also
has offensive talent, registering 19
points last season and three so far
this season on one goal and two
assists. Providence is a young team,
and Pendleton’s leadership will be
counted on as one of only five seniors
on the roster.
-Veronica Lippert ’15

Nick Saracino
Nick Saracino ’16 is someone who should be watched very closely, as he is
destined for a big season. He single-handedly outscored New Hampshire in the
Hockey East Quarterfinals last season. With 11 goals and seven assists in just 28
games last season, it is easy to see why he has the potential to score on upwards
of 20 goals this season.
Saracino recorded 10 of his 18 points in six games versus UNH, including
seven goals. If Saracino can replicate even half of this production against the rest
of the league, he will have no difficulty tallying more than 20 goals and 30-40
points this season. He has proven he is capable, and has shown he has a knack
for getting to the weak spot in the opponent’s zone.
Power play time will also help Saracino reach the 20-goal plateau, as he
scored six of his 11 last season with the man advantage.
Saracino possesses a deft touch around the net which enables him to find the
back of it, but also allows him to set teammates up with great scoring chances.
In Saturday night’s against the Mavericks, he skated in on a two-on-one with
Conor MacPhee ’17 and elevated a perfect pass over the stick of a sliding
defenseman that MacPhee was able to deposit for his first collegiate goal.
Saracino makes his teammates better, and with his acute offensive abilities
he will lead the team in goals. It is important for him to be the “shooter” on the
power play, as he possesses a lethal shot that regularly eludes goaltenders.
-Chris Szimanski ’14

Bryce Cotton
Although he may seem like an obvious choice, Bryce Cotton ’14 will
have to adjust to the added attention
of opposing teams’ defenses. Known
for his lights-out beyond-the-arc
shooting, Cotton showed a brilliant
ability to drive to the hoop last season.
Cotton seems to be getting little to no
attention nationally, but he should.
Averaging 19 points a game may seem
difficult to repeat, but if the team can
open up shots for him, it would not be
surprising to see him at the top of national scoring charts again.
-James Kirby ’15

John Fatigati

John Fatigati ’15 has led the Men’s
Swimming and Diving Team in points
for the past two years, earning 255.75
as a freshman and 316 as a sophomore.
He also holds the school record in the
200y IM at 1:52.17. Having qualified
for the Big East Championship in
his freshman and sophomore years,
Fatigati will be among the league’s
top competitors in his junior season.
-Billy O’Brien ’17

Winter Sports
Preview

A NEW DAWN FOR
FRIARTOWN
With a new Schneider, Men
and Women’s Ice Hockey
are ready for victory.

PLUS:
Get the inside scoop on
PC’s swim team.

